1/29/10
Facilitating Year-Round Local Food Systems Conference Planning - Meeting Summary
Thanks to all who attended. 
After a review of the flip chart notes taken at the end of the 3rd Annual Stinner Summit, the working group discussion first focused on identifying prospective speakers that may have expertise or experience in some aspect of facilitating year round local food systems. A number of resources were identified.
The group did decide that the day-long conference could be held this April (2010)and may be a good tie-in with various Earth Day activities and most importantly, the ODA Sustainable Agr week activities.
Megan Shoenfelt will check various calendars and evaluate prospective venues for the workshop with an anticipated attendance of 150 and report back to the planning committee ASAP. Possible dates include April 16, 19, 20, 21 or 23. Venues in Columbus and Wooster will be researched as well as possible food/catering resources that could accommodate local food preparation.
Much of the discussion centered on how the day would be organized in order to accomplish our goals. These goals include: increased networking and connecting opportunities both during and after the conference, energizing existing working groups; encouraging new group formation; continuing the momentum; providing technical information and a forum for idea exchange for the multiple topics of interest within the local food system value chain.
The use of open space and/or world café processes were also discussed with consideration of how these techniques might blend with a traditional conference format of themed tracks and/or technical breakout sessions. Chet Bowling, Larry Parker, and David Eson will meet as a sub-committee to discuss the conference framing and format in greater detail and report back to the planning group. There was consensus that the conference would begin with a framing session; an opportunity for some sort of creative and new knowledge exchange; have expertise available; a process to lead to continued networking during and after the conference; a session to summarize and also provide a showcase luncheon of local foods.
John Anderson and Casey Hoy will gather preliminary information about how research can be done to identify resources, successful models and possible keynote or panel participants for the conference. It was suggested that Matt Kleinhenz and Molly Bean Smith be contacted to help.
Another key component of the conference will be the opportunity to utilize various technologies to broadcast and record the conference as creatively and interactively as possible. 
Several ideas of how we may name or market the conference were discussed. These ideas included terminology of recast; re-link; or re-form the value chain for sustainable local food systems. Something like - A New Way to Shape the Chain…….
The group agreed to meet again on Friday, Feb 12 from 10am to noon. The meeting will be held in 206 Thorne Hall at the Wooster OARDC campus; video linked with 111 Ag Admin at OSU in Columbus and will also be set up with a call in number for anyone wishing to join the discussion by conference call. The contact information, room numbers and call in number will be confirmed several days prior to the meeting. The group will stay in touch via the LSF site www.localfoodsystems.org utilizing the Stinner Summit Working group. Anyone with questions can also contact Megan Shoenfelt at OARDC  email: shoenfelt.9@osu.edu or call 330-202-3537.
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