NGPA Research Programme  
One day workshop: Are there common interests?  Exploring common and conflicting interests in public action between ‘North’ and ‘South’
Date: 4th November 2008

Location: 
Institute of Commonwealth Studies, 
University of London
27-28 Russell Square
London WC1B 5DS
Convenors: Meri Koivusalo and Maureen Mackintosh

Objectives
The objectives of this workshop are to explore: 

· the extent to which we can find common interests between North and South in non-governmental public action?
· in which sectors and areas we can find such common interests, and on which issues and policies?
· whether there are areas and policies where North/South interests are strictly opposed?
· whether we find more common interests as result of globalisation? 
· and what are the politics of common interests: in particular, are some potential common interests being missed in NGPA politics?
Programme relevance and cross-project links 
The workshop will contribute to both aims of NGPA programme activities: that is, to bring together academics across some of the programme research around a common theme, and to spread the discussion and results beyond the programme. The workshop draws on at least four, and we hope more, NGPA projects, and raises we believe some key issues about international NGPA politics. We aim to bring commentators from among interested practitioners, and to include some Southern participants as both speakers and commentators, from the projects and outside them. 

The theme is central to the organisers’ research project on Access to Medicines. It is also a key aspect of another health-related NGPA project: Duncan Matthews’ project on NGOS, Intellectual Property Rights and Multilateral Institutions, one major strand of which was on public health and access to essential medicines.  The workshop brings findings from these projects on North/South interests into debate with findings relevant to this theme from other NGPA projects.  It is planned that these will include projects on Security and the ‘war on terror’, Cooperatives, Alternative Media, and Environmental action and large international NGOs.  A keynote speaker will address the question of the politics of common interests, and commentators will be sought from the NGPA practitioner communities. We believe that the theme will generate widespread interest and may feed into the final NGPA conference next January. 
Proposed workshop programme: to be confirmed
Timing: 10.00 – 5.00. 

Session 1 : 10.00- 11.00

Envisioning common interests
Introductory session, looking across a broad scope of forms of public action and considering the politics of common North/South action.  What kind of issues relate to common interests in nongovernmental public action. Can we envision common interests? What are the experiences of action on common interests in public action?  Where do conflicts arise? 
Speakers:
Meri Koivusalo: Can we envision common interests?   Paper drawing on the research from the NGPA project on Access to Essential Medicines, examining how sectoral common interests may become compromised due to divided interests in trade and industrial policies   
Proposed guest speaker (to be confirmed): Vijay Pratap, from the Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam Initiative on Comprehensive Democracy  The politics of creating global public action
Commentator(s) from UK NGO practitioners
Session 2   11.00-12.00
Intellectual property rights and common interests? 

Intellectual property rights have been strongly considered as an area of divergent interests between North and South ? To what extent this is the case and to what extent it is essentially about conflict between trade and health interests? 

Speakers
Duncan Matthews: Intellectual property rights and  the role of NGPA  Paper drawing on the NGPA project on NGOs, Intellectual Property Rights and Multilateral Institutions
Sudip Chaudhuri (t.b.c) Pharmaceutical innovation, incentives and common interests in India ?  Paper drawing on the research from the NGPA project on Access to Essential Medicines
Commentators to be invited: Charles Clift, DFID, and Michelle Childs (Knowledge Ecology International)
Coffee: 12.00-12.15

Session 3: 12.15-1.15
Security - can we envision common interests?
To what extent we can trace or envision common interests in the context of security policies? What kind of issues are of importance? What issues are particularly pertinent in the context of nongovernmental public action ?
Speakers: 
Jude Howell : paper drawing on the NGPA Director’s project on The ‘Global War on Terro’, NGPA and Aid
A second speaker to be identified, and commentator(s) will be sought from international NGOs and research/practitioners from the Global South.
Lunch: 1.15-2.00
Session 4: 2.00-3.15
North/South networks and common and conflicting interests
This session examines North/South non-governmental networks and the themes of  common and conflicting interests. 

Speakers

Richard Crook  Presentation (title to be confirmed) drawing on the NGPA project on South-North Non-Governmental Networks, Policy processes and Policy Outcomes 
Brian Doherty (t.b.c.) Presentation drawing on the NGPA project on Friends of the Earth International, and in particular the strand of the research focusing on the degree of common ground between the Northern and Southern nodes of the network
Steffen Boehm:  Presentation based on Latin American research for the NGPA Alternative Media project
Commentators: practitioners, to be arranged. 
Coffee and tea: 3.15-3.30
Session 5: 3.30—5.00 Solidarity and poverty reduction
What are the common interests in poverty reduction ? Why do we find social policies in the North and poverty reduction in the South ? How do common interests coin in the context of poverty reduction and social policies - what are the social aims of development policies? 
Speakers: 
Johnston Burchill.  Co-operatives and North-South Common Interests  Talk drawing on the NGPA project on Co-operatives in the Poverty Reduction process. 
Jan Aart Scholte (t.b.c): Closing speaker Public action -  common ground and the global social forum 
Commentators: Potential commentators include academics from NIGD, Prof Teivo Teivainen/ or from McMaster Prof Robert O' Brien with focus on trade unions and global relations/ from ISSA/ILO  Timo Voipio or Alejandro Bendana, Nicaragua 
General discussion and close. 
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