Dear Insert Name of Councillor or MP
Re: Review of the future role and scope of the London Councils Funding Scheme 

I am writing to you as a resident of [insert name of your ward/borough/constituency] to express my concerns about the proposed changes to London Councils funding. London Councils is one of the biggest funders of London’s voluntary and community sector (VCS). It is also a unique funder of the violence against women and children sector spending £3,349,997 of its annual budget on frontline violence against women and children services.

London Councils is proposing to cut its £26.4 million grants programme by 61% and the remaining £16 million budget would be ‘repatriated’ to Local Authorities. This money would not be ring-fenced for local charities and would be used for local priorities. This is hugely worrying and has far-reaching consequences for the future of services and ultimately for women and children affected by gendered violence.

Women and Girls Network (WGN) is a pan-London provider of such services. The organisation provides specialist therapeutic and holistic support and information services which facilitate healing and recovery for women and girls who have experienced any form of gendered violence or abuse whether sexual, physical or emotional. Services include: one to one counselling, therapeutic group work, a specialist gender violence helpline and website, advocacy support and accredited training programmes. 

WGN has always been a pan-London service provider since it was established in 1987 and is still one of the only services in London that has the skills, experience and expertise to provide wide ranging support to women and children affected by all forms of gendered violence (including trafficking, prostitution, sexual abuse, rape, historic childhood abuse, honour based violence, female genital mutilation and war crimes). 

In the last year, 780 women called the specialist helpline and 334 women and girls accessed one or more of the ongoing support services. Of the completed data of the women using the service: 81% reported a reduction in clinical symptoms; 84% reported an overall improvement in health and wellbeing; 74% reported a reduction in violence and abuse and an enhanced ability to make safe choices; 77% reported an increased understanding of perpetrators tactics and have acquired skills to safely negotiate out of potentially abusive relationships;77% reported an understanding of available options 77% reported being able to achieve long-term improvements in their lives; 84% demonstrated and reported a reduction in symptoms and an overall improvement in well-being and 77% reported total and sustainable recovery. These positive outcomes also had an added impact of improving the safety of children involved in the families.
Pan London funding for violence against women and children services like WGN is essential for a number of reasons:

1.     Violence against women (VAW) holds no boundaries. As women flee their homes and seek sanctuary in other boroughs, anonymity assists them and their families to rebuild their lives and escape abusive partners. In many cases, women fleeing violence access services in more than one borough before finally finding safety.

2.     It is the most cost effective way of funding co-ordinated, specialist and needs-driven services for all boroughs provision of services. The economies of scale of employing workers across London, rather than in each individual borough are significant.

In 2009/10 London Councils funded services supported 95,769 women and children at a cost of £3,529,997 which works out as approximately £36.86 per client, per intervention. Any work done by the women’s sector results in direct savings for statutory services across London.

3.    Pan-London funding provides specialist services for some of the most marginalised communities and these specialist services are available in all individual boroughs. 

4.     Local funding is increasingly unreliable and leads to a postcode lottery for the most vulnerable women and children. Pan-London funding has a significant impact on delivering VAW strategies at national, regional and local level.

5.    Violence against women services are stronger when boroughs work in partnership and act together and this synchronisation creates greater impact. 

6.     London’s VAW sector offers a vast wealth of expertise which statutory services rely upon heavily. A loss in these organisations and their services will leave statutory services without referral pathways which they currently rely on. Alongside the cuts within the statutory services this drastic reduction in services could have devastating results for families needing support. 
The funding received from London Councils has enabled WGN to increase the numbers of women supported each year, develop new and existing services, increase the number of boroughs from which satellite services are offered and to strengthen and develop its infrastructure. The withdrawal / repatriation of the remaining grant will mean that Women and Girls Network will lose £518,720 of funding between 2011-2012 and leave the organisation in a position of offering only a basic skeleton service with an expected 2000+ women no longer being supported and the choice of services diminished.

Any cut, reduction or loss of funding would also have a huge impact on the organisations infrastructure and would result in the loss of more than half the staff team and leave the organisation vulnerable to closure. In the economic downturn we anticipate a contraction of general funds. Local councils cannot be relied upon to fund key women’s services. Funding violence against women services is discretionary and as such local councils are not required to fund these essential, life-saving services. Sustainability is key in ensuring specialist services like Women and Girls Network are available to women and girls affected by gendered violence. 

As my local representative, I urge you to use your influence to ensure that London Councils:

1.      Honours the current funding arrangements 

2.      Does not hit the most disadvantaged and vulnerable
3.      Ensures that it carries out adequate equalities impact assessments (EIA’s) and due regard is given specifically to the gender equality duty on any decisions concerning the future of the Grants programme considering the disproportionate impact of the proposals on women and girls
4.      Increases the consultation period in line with the Compact requirements – it is currently running from 3 September – 10 November which is only 9 weeks

5.      Ensures that the decision making process is transparent – there is evidence of predetermined decision making, despite the public consultation process

6.      Ensures that violence against women services are designated as Category A – i.e. those best delivered regionally, across London

To discuss any of the points raised any further please contact: Akima Thomas (Clinical Director) akima@wgn.org.uk or Gurpreet Virdee (Central Services and Development Director) gurpreet@wgn.org.uk  at Women and Girls Network or call 020 7610 4678.

Kind regards
 

Please insert your name
Address
