Westminster Green

Parliament Square

Westminster
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North London  

Dear Democracy Village

Good Evening, my name is Jumping Mouse. 
I’m sorry I can’t be with the Village more often, but I’ve family, local community and other work commitments I simply cannot neglect. I was however one of the organisers of Mayday Election Meltdown, and I was the one who suggested the Democracy Village idea. 
But the original name came from the anti-capitalist demonstrations held in Vancouver which mobilised against a meeting in 1997 of the neo-liberal Asia Pacific Economic Community (APEC) and the Multilateral Agreement on Investments (MAI) then being negotiated by APEC (which included the USA, China and Suharto’s Indonesia). If passed the global MAI legislation would have allowed corporations to sue governments when any national laws protecting eg the rights of labour or the environment meant a loss of profits to the company concerned. Fortunately, thanks to the work of the original Democracy Village set up by students at the University of British Columbia (UBC) and the wider mobilisation it inspired meant that the MAI was defeated. It was one of the first successes of the global anti-capitalist movement and twelve months later this success was surpassed by the now infamous ‘Battle of Seattle’ when the WTO got closed down. And in another link, Democracy Village (which was in part inspired by the Zapatista uprising earlier that same decade, in Chiapas Mexico) also managed a nice mobilisation against Suharto and China’s Jiang Zemin (both of whom were attending the APEC conference) by chalking an ever widening ‘dictator free zone’ circle around UBC’s Goddess of Democracy statue (featured here, erected in 1991 to commemorate lives lost in Tiananmen Square’s 1989 massacre). 
This circle got extended by Villagers from mere mini-roundabout size on a daily basis so that by the time of the APEC dictators’ visit, the circle encompassed the university building in which they were all due to take lunch (dubbed by the protestor’s ‘The Lunch with Dictators’)       

        

So, ‘Democracy Village’ from 1997 onwards has a lovely anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist pedigree, and one of the aims of setting up something similar again was intended to make a point that real democracy starts with the Zapatistan Village, and then we hope many more village-sized revolutions elsewhere! Another idea put forward was that of Peoples’ Assemblies. Somehow don’t we need to inspire everyone to start People’s Assemblies in their own local communities, and from there to start build their own, independent/interdependent Democracy Villages?
As you will all know, we live in one the most centralised states and unequal societies in the world. And, with the rise of the neo-liberal EU and ongoing capitalist globalisation this isn’t going to change for the better. In effect, imperial wars abroad, like the one you are fighting to stop in the Square are matched with domestic imperialism at home. Power is never vested with the people, but always with an elite political class. 
Essentially we’ve lose our sense of the power and beauty of the human-scale, without which real democracy (and therefore equality, liberation and justice) simply cannot happen. Which is why the idea – and reality - of Democracy Village is so very important: it – lots of Democracy Villages across the country - is the one key antidote to centralisation of state and capital (which is just another kind of ‘capitalist imperialism’) at home and, through rich country bullying poor, abroad. 
So yes, to restore the human scale, bring sovereignty down from parliament to people and reinvent community for the 21st Century we need a really democratic ‘village revolution’ to turn the UK, Europe and wider world around – aswell as its foreign policy. And you in Parliament Square are in pole position to inspire it. 
For it is only through a village revolution we can bring our up children properly, and according to the African proverb “it takes a village to bring up a child”. And only with a village we will be able to steward the planet and take care of one another. Each village can be a localised political economy, working in solidarity with villages elsewhere country, continent and world-wide. Members of each village, once the revolutionary change is made will be liberated from the global capitalist system, and so enabled to forge their own, new community –based culture: reducing waste, growing food, democratically owning the market, empowering each to take care of the vulnerable and visitor alike, and helping to find decent housing and meaningful work for all. 

To start the process, one way is to hold Peoples’ Assemblies (which a number of national and international groups are now calling for in June) and also to start securing territorial control of each local area on fully democratic, non-racist/sectarian lines. Many groups already understand this idea, and much local work is already being done, but as we are not yet joined up, so we appear as only a tiny force. Should not Democracy Village and the Parliament Square Campers be leading the call to join up within and across the communities? If Villagers say so when they speak to the press, you could hasten the process and act as an inspiration and shared banner for all those many local efforts to rise faster and start joining up.. 

Another good reason for doing this is the ongoing rise of the anti-European, anti-Islamic street based far right, in the form of the EDL. By way of contrast, Parliament Square, real democracy is for everyone – black, white, Muslim, Jew – like the world its politics must know no boundaries. That’s not to say it shouldn’t have principles, a world built by people power needs to have commonly agreed rules which is why we need to develop a constitution: based on equality, the cultivation of wisdom and compassion, sovereignty of all the people in a new grassroots government, all to be built from below. And of course these rules will always be against other sectarian excluding ideas such as nationalism, racism and imperial war.
And so the village must continue to do what it does, extending solidarity with the downtrodden and unfairly warred against of the world, but also why not with those who would form their own, equalising, democratising villages across the UK and worldwide? That is a call it would be so great to hear! 

Maybe to get this started we need to create in the Square a coming together of all the groups who would rest power away from the imperial centre. The village should perhaps consider a series of meetings with other groups to develop a manifesto that goes beyond resistance to the Afghanistan war via a slow burning festival of ideas. 
To start with, may I suggest you invite A World to Win to do a workshop about future of the constitution? We presently have one driven from the centre which privileges the interests of capital and state and we need one that places sovereignty with the people so that power flows up from us starting in each and every community. Much work has already been done on this and the Village could really benefit from AWTW’s input following its work with Parliament Square Picnickers in 2006. 
Following this, groups concerned with housing, employment, migrant rights, education reform, land, tax and money reform and many others could all be invited to show what they have long considered essential to the building of the good, non-hierarchical society.

In terms of strategy, villagers interested in revolution might also like to think about how best to get the anti-imperial message across? As I have tried to suggest imperialism both home and abroad needs to be challenged by one UK / Europe / world wide movement. But if we are to build such a movement (based on a global and local co-operation) we must first recognise we are being called to constitute a democratic ‘other’ to state - corporate led globalisation and in order to make that a reality we need to get our message crystal clear. 
To do this we need (1) shared organisational ideas (such as democracy villages, people’s assemblies, or perhaps decentralised degrowth picnics – for example there is one 6th June in Green Park and at many other places worldwide on the same day – see http://picnic4degrowth.net/) (2) a shared ideology of human –scale community sovereignty, real democracy and love and finally (3) iconic symbols of resistance with which to encourage solidarity the world over. Following Greece’s call for “The Peoples of Europe to Rise Up” could the Parliament Square Campers consider what might make for a suitable UK based response which could also be emulated elsewhere?
If so, here is one suggestion: when SOCPA (the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005) under whose licence the Village is presently ‘authorised’ to protest (thanks to Maria’s Peace Strike) first came into being, a small picnicking campaign group that first formed to defend the right to protest and assemble soon discovered the police would only arrest us if our placards had something written on them. So, the symbol of the picnic became a blank placard and all our banners were left blank. By happy coincidence this appealed to revolutionaries, artists and Zen Buddhists amongst us, with its intimations of a new start, a blank canvas or the simple uncomplicated ‘Beginners Mind’ upon which we might see and then create a new world for ourselves and our community out of the ashes of the old. 
So my suggestion to you: why doesn’t Democracy Village re-use the icon as a symbol of the global revolutionary struggle against imperialism? We need a new start, both at home and in our foreign relations and we need to welcome all comers and not put people off with too many divisive slogans. Instead let the manifesto we develop and the website reflect the slogans, but let the banners speak of something brand new, mysterious and beautiful. Imagine Parliament Square full of blank placards and banners, of all different colours. And people could write on them from time to time as an art project. 

This approach could also presumably save you from arrest under SOCPA if it is ever held you are a separate protest from the Peace Strike Campaign, or if Maria has to leave. But also, it might just catch on!
The world is obviously in a complete mess: the environment is being despoiled, species are dying out, animals and human beings are being tortured and killed, unnecessary wars for money and empire are being fought, children and old people are falling through the cracks.  One of the reasons things are a mess is because things are too big. People in each local community through the UK and EU should come together under the Democracy Village banner, find a way to drop their differences and work together as equals to produce the new culture.
The time for a new politics is now, and it isn’t going to come from our leaders. If you play your cards right, you hold all the aces. Now that a possible eviction is coming, I believe you should look for ways to up the ante and so I hope you take this rushed letter to you in the spirit in which it is intended. 
In an agony of haste
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Jumping Mouse

crdlondon@gmail.com 

