People’s Assembly on Climate Justice – Toronto: Structural Proposal

Purpose: To gather together, groups, organizations, and the wider climate and social justice community to participate in the first of a series of regular People’s Assemblies on Climate Justice, in continuation of the June 23rd , 2010 Assembly which took place during G20 week. The Assemblies will serve as a permanent open forum for ongoing dialogue, and will focus on movement building, community alternatives and empowerment, developing strategies for action, and creating unity within the climate justice movement. 
Framing Question: 
What are the top two or three things that we can do to achieve a stronger and more united movement for Climate Justice in Toronto?
9:30 Registration and breakfast

10:00 Introductions of Facilitators

Facilitators to welcome participants, outline method, format and purpose of the Assembly, facilitators to give brief summary of results of First People’s Assembly.

10:15 General Introductions

One person from each group present will be given the opportunity to introduce their group, the issues they work on, and their connection to the climate justice movement. (60min)

11:15 What is Climate Justice?
Presentation on principles of Climate Justice by Lee Maracle (15 min)
11:30 Presentation of Framing Question and First Breakout

Facilitators will present the framing question and context, then Assembly will break into small groups to discuss and prepare a response. The last fifteen minutes of discussions should be allocated for identifying top 2-3 points for report back. (15 min presentation of question, 30-45 min discussion, 15 minute prepare report-back)

12:45 Lunch (with multi-media presentation of videos and reports from Cancun)
1:45 Report-backs from Breakout Discussions

Each breakout group will give a brief presentation of the top three priorities developed during their conversation. (30 min)
2:15 Plenary

Facilitated plenary discussion to synthesize results of Report Back into 5-7 topics for People’s Councils. (35 min)

2:50 Coffee Break/Transition (10min)

3:00 People’s Councils

From topics established in the Plenary, the Assembly will break into People’s Councils to develop strategies for action on their given issue (60-90 min)

4:00 or 4:30 Report Back and Next Steps

Councils to report on their discussions and suggests steps for implementation.

Closing comments from Facilitators

