
Democracy, the state and economic crisis

All inter-related. Can’t really go forward by dealing with them one at a time or separately. 

Starting point is the same as the initial statement by occupy lsx:

The current system is unsustainable. It is undemocratic and unjust. We need alternatives; this is where we work towards them. .. We want structural change towards authentic global equality.
 A brief history.
The mass struggle for democracy and a law-governed state in Britain goes back to at least 1381 and the Peasants Revolt against the poll tax. 

The rule of law goes back further, to Magna Carta of 1215.
The Levellers and Diggers of the English revolution of the mid-17th century fought for democracy in a debate inside the New Model Army at church in Putney.
Radicals wanted a constitution based upon manhood suffrage biennial Parliaments and a reorganisation of parliamentary constituencies. Authority was to be vested in the House of Commons rather than the King and Lords. 

Certain " rights" were declared sacrosanct for all Englishmen: freedom of conscience, freedom from impressment into the armed forces and equality before the law. 
Expressed in an Agreement of the People, Britain’s first (and last) written constitution. 

Rejected by Cromwell. Levellers suppressed. Cleared the way for the building of a capitalist state.
The modern state as a set of institutions of rule came into existence in early 19th century in parallel with the industrial revolution and creation of capitalist economy.
The Chartists of the mid-19th century and later the suffragettes. contested the state. Fought for the vote – access to the state.

After establishing its power, the state compromised and allowed access through the vote for all men by 1884 and women over 30 after 1918. 

Access was mainly through Labour governments so quite recent.

For a long period, the state mediated between national capitalist interests and those of ordinary people. This gave it some legitimacy and support.

Globalisation has undermined that claim and the current crisis has shown the state to be partisan and ready to impose the burden of the crisis on ordinary people.

So here we are in 2011. 

Present system of rule is a conflict between

form > democratic shell, created as a result of numerous struggles by ordinary people. 
and

content > rule of a corporate minority through political proxies in parliaments.
This rule is backed by state institutions (including force). The main purpose of state is to defend private property

This contradiction between form of democracy and content of corporate rule is at breaking point from

· globalisation – producing a clearer merger between state and corporations
· crisis of the economic and financial system

· loss of political legitimacy/state authority

· resistance to all of the above

Grievances mounting on several fronts; no one to hear them, take them on board or deal with them

So the democratic achievements of past generations in terms of the vote and the ability to influence the course of events through parties committed to reform are essentially negated.
The financial markets and corporations have turned democracy into a commodity and ‘bought’ it. 

We need to reclaim it.   

This is the difficulty, because it is impossible such a process taking place within the system itself. It is fatally compromised.
Imo, the content, the essence of capitalist rule, can be replaced through building of people’s assemblies in a process aimed at transformation.
Not assemblies as resistance alone, or simply examples of democracy in action, important as they are.
But people’s assemblies as potential midwives of a new political democracy.
That means establishing people’s assemblies in every locality as well. Building on and learning from the experiences of Egypt, Spain and the global occupation movement.
Ensuring they reflect all sections in the firing line and who want democratic change. 

A permanent standing bodies that come to be seen as an alternative to failed political structures.
Defend people against the onslaught on jobs, services, evictions etc. but also with a view when sufficiently strong networks exist to challenge the existing corporate state rule and actually replace it.
Then extending democracy in new ways, into workplaces through co-ownership and self-management, protecting eco-system and establishing new relations with other countries.

Establishing power to create a new constitution, a charter of social and individual rights and involving people in self-government.

The democratic aspirations and the present state are at odds with each other.

The state does not need democracy to function; in Italy and Greece, elected governments have been replaced by unelected Goldman Sachs advisors.

As the crisis deepens, democratic procedures will be deemed too time-consuming, too unproductive.
Protests will be met with force, as in New York, Oakland and with the countdown on legal action, at St Paul’s too.
The debt crisis is overwhelming the global economy. The question of democracy in relation to creating a different, needs-based economy based on a shared commons is for today, not tomorrow.
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