prototype_Putney Debates Levellers Anniversary Event (PDLAE)

1. PDLAE_1PhraseSlogan_notion

2. PDLAE_140CharacterTweet_title

3. PDLAE_3SentenceStatement_agreement
4. PDLAE_3SentenceIdeas_submitted

5. PDLAE_Quotes

6. PDLAE_singleFrequentlyAskedQuestions_stories

PDLAE_1PhraseSlogan_notion – core idea 

[#LondonLevellers2012 – Let’s really leave a Legacy to be proud of]
PDLAE _140CharacterTweet_title – 140 characters or less for Twitter
[#LondonLevellers2012 – Let’s end corruption 2 build a fairer better society @Putney365]
PDLAE _3SentenceStatement_agreement – stakeholder trustee role

[A Putney Debates Levellers Anniversary Event (PDLAE) to be produced around the date of Sunday October 28th 2012, which is the 365th anniversary of the of the 1647 Putney Debates, by a diverse groups of PDLAEstakeholders, who are the people and groups that submitted 3SentenceIdeas about what events they would like to have in the PDLAE and/or what in their opinion would make the PDLAE a success.

A PDLAE will include Tent City University marquee lectures; Occupy Cinema; open access Speaker’s Corner, Putney365 debates, workshops, teach outs, free hot and cold food and an historical and contemporary festival of music, song, drama and dance. 

PDLAEstakeholders are required to fulfil the role of TRUSTEES for the PDLAE to prevent any individuals and/or groups (religious, spiritual, atheist and/or political) from hijacking the PDLAE for their own self interest and to ensure that the PDLAE contains absolutely NO violence of language or action.]
PDLAE _3SentenceIdeas_submitted – to become PDLAEstakeholder
1) Michael Gold, 

Waltham Forest Trades Council
michaelgold1@btinternet.com

(Michael to review this prototypePDLAE as all his points should have been included)

1. Sunday October 28th 2012 is the 365th anniversary of the beginning of the Putney Debates and events should be planned round this weekend.
 

2. 'For really I think that the poorest he that is in England hath a life to live as the greatest he., Colonel Rainsborough's famous words, inscribed at St Mary's church still hold true, except that women are now included and servants, apprentices, foreigners and beggars will also be included again.
 

3. The event should be inclusive with speakers, debate, workshops and the praying replaced by music, song and dance. 

2)
Stuart 
southern regional organiser Industrial Workers of World Union IWW
 
(Stuart and the IWW to submit details of what lectures, debates and teach outs they want to give during the PDLAE so that these can be approved/rejected by the PDLAEstakeholders and then scheduled for the TCU_programme and/or Speakers Corner_programme)

1. To what extent are the problems we face (self-defined) and the shape of our society and social trajectory, a direct result of the private ownership (and lack of democracy implicit in this) of the means of production and distribution (land, resources, equipments/factories, transportation methods, points of services and allocation/consumption)?
 
2. If they are a direct-result; Can the 'means of production/distribution' (land, factories, call-centre's, shops, hospitals, roads, railways, ships, ports etc etc etc the list of industries, services, resources and equipments is practically endless) mentioned above, by listed in any kind of hierarchy in terms of their influence upon society and our problems and therefore their importance to any movement wishing to change/impact these things?
 
3. Is the 'solution' to democratise them and if so a) what would need to be the relationship (in terms of control) need to be between people (as workers) and people (as residents, citizens and communities); b) what would a movement to democratise the ownership and control of these/all industry/resources/means of production in the 21st century look like and how can we best begin - and I use the term 'begin' deliberately if controversially - to organise this?

3)
Penny AWTW

 

(I (Sean Boyle) can work with Penny to produce this & other theatre and arts productions for the PDLAE through the Young Vic’s – Young Directors Network and other groups, individuals and networks.)

(1) People could re-work the play at
http://www.aworldtowin.net/about/standupplays.html. ( a staging of the Putney debates in modernised language.)

(2) It could be enhanced and changed to form a basis for a performance piece with the audience taking part as members of the different groups within the New Model Army - or the other side if they wish.

(3) It would need some actors ready to improvise improvements, a good director and a producer with experience of techniques of Theatre of the Oppressed.

4)
Fran Ryan
Oxfordshire Community Land Trust, Oxford Cohousing

(Fran and the OCLT to submit details what lectures, debates and teach outs they want to give to “Showcase the different ways of organising as alternative to corporate giants” during the PDLAE so that these can be approved/rejected by the PDLAEstakeholders and then scheduled for the TCU_programme and/or Speakers Corner_programme. Also submit full details of the Land Fund proposal to be approved/rejected by the PDLAEstakeholders.  “Absolutely NO violence of language” or action form part of the PDLAE_3SentenceStatement)


1.1 Use it to launch a Land Fund to buy land on open market if necessary to take land out of the speculative market (for affordable homes, work and horticultural and environmental use) and vest it in local groups via Communitly Land Trusts with a secure asset lock.

2.2 Showcase the different ways of organising as alternative to corporate giants: eg the Drupal network, the cooperative movement (International Year of Coops and all that) including cooperative housing.

3. Absolutely NO violence of language or action.

5)
Greg

(Leyton Marshes is an example of Occupy working well with local activists.  I tried and failed to engage Occupy in local NHS and national housing activism so someone else needs to progress this. PDLAEstakeholders can convene meetings/gatherings on specific themes with a rotating leadership.  A collectively agreed PDLAEstakeholder approach is required to have a combined approach to produce common aims, objectives and action plans.)


1. Local and national initiatives to bring together activists from a range of old and new progressive groups to share ideas, find common ground and act on it.

2. A rotating leadership, with each group convening a meeting of all the others on a theme of its own choice.

3. A combined approach to a wider public as common aims, objectives and action plans emerge.

 6)
Mark, Real Democracy UK
(Mark to network with church groups at a parish level. There needs to be a huge amount of research and idea development that needs to be done in advance of the PDLAE to nail the problems we face and find the solutions we need. PDLAEstakeholders to commission a dedicated media team to promote and disseminate the PDLAE widely with an understanding that propaganda and dogma will not transform political consciousness.  Levellers were pioneers in the use of petitions & pamphleteering to political ends we need to be pioneers of Common communication in 2012.)
(1).1 get the church more involved in the movement and encourage local, standing assemblies to form, ideally at the parish level around the country
(2).2 a great day of discussion that really nails the problems we face, and the solutions we need
(3).3 which then gets broadcast and disseminated widely to radically transform the political consciousness and motivation of the nation

7)
Tim Flitcroft EWG, Occupy London

(Tim Flitcroft and Christopher Fursdon_Davies to continue to work with TCU to schedule marquee lectures, debates and teach outs and with Occupy toabouit making a new statement on November 11th.  I started to research the difference in approach between the Levellers and Diggers but haven’t written it up)
1 That we hold one at least one event in St Mary's Church in Putney on Oct 28th - the anniversary date of the start of the Putney debates

2  We have a tent city university Oct28th - Nov 11th (or at least for a day) about  issues raised by the Levellers and the True Levellers (the Diggers) such as - democracy, land-ownership, the commons and power relationships (both exerted upon subjects and internalised by them) equality and ethical behaviour and the difference in approach between the Levellers and the Diggers using original texts as a springboard for discussions.

3 That there is a General Assembly of Occupy that makes a new statement on Nov 11th (the last day of the Putney debates in the light of a year having passed since the original statement in 2011)

8)
Christopher Fursdon-Davies EWG, Occupy London
(I have started to research the historical record (see FAQ) but have cut this short)
As far as the historical record allows, it would seem highly appropriate to attempt an exact replication of the events/debates of the time, but with the sharpest possible adjustment to reflect the issues of our time.

 

That in my view would offer the greatest potential from the theatre of this event and the way it addresses such massively important issues. Place; Events; New Script.
PDLAE  Quotes
Q1) Colonel Rainsborough, 1647, inscribed at St Mary's church, Putney

“for really I think that the poorest that is in England hath a life to live as the greatest”

Q2) General Henry Ireton, 1647, New Model Army

“no man hath a right to an interest or share in the disposing of the affairs of the kingdom... that hath not a permanent fixed interest in this kingdom.”
PDLAE_singleFrequentlyAskedQuestions_stories
FAQ 1) Who were the Levellers?

The Levellers grew as a political movement out of the protests that lead to the English Civil War (1640s), which demanded an end to parliamentary and legal corruption and a fairer better society. 
FAQ 2) What were the Putney Debates?

A series of debates were organised by the Levellers in the midst of the English Civil War (1640s) to discuss openly in England for the first time in centuries ideas of democratic government, the distribution of wealth and the common ownership of resources. 
FAQ 3) When were the Putney Debates?

October 1647 a pivotal moment in times of the English Civil War more than a century before the American and French revolutions.
FAQ 4) What kind of political pioneers were the Levellers?

The Levellers were pioneers in challenging the established order through the will of the people to demand social change through economic direct action.

FAQ 5) How did the Levellers communicate with the wider public?

Through the use of innovative methods, for the 1640s, such as petitions, pamphleteering & publishing their newspaper “The Moderate”.
FAQ 6) How was the Levellers stopped?

The most active Leveller’s were executed or marginalised by “The Grandees” lead by Oliver Cromwell, who opposed the Leveller’s one-man one vote proposal for democracy because of a desire to impose oligarchic authority following the English Civil War.
FAQ 7) When were the Levellers stopped?

By 1650 the Leveller’s were no longer a serious threat to the newly established order of Oliver Cromwell’s New model Army.

FAQ 8) Where did the Putney Debates take place?

St. Mary’s church, Putney on the south bank of the river Thames, which back in 1647 was in the countryside that surrounded London. 

FAQ 9) How has Putney changed since 1647?
Putney is these days a part of the urban south-west London borough of Wandsworth and Putney Bridge, close to St. Mary’s church Putney on the south side of the river Thames leads to Putney Bridge Underground Station on the north bank near to All Saints church, Fulham.
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