“Southern populations are the victims of « green fuels »
The European Commission has strengthened the incitation to import massively biofuels from developing countries by compelling the State-members to mix 10 % of biofuels with fossil fuels in transport by 2020. The Commission wishes to point out the sustainability of biofuels which won’t enable to assess the validity of this highly controversial chain, especially in the importation industry. And it is to be noticed that this aim to mix fuels will endanger the poorest southern populations.
“Enhancement of rural depopulation, juridical easing for land preservation and environment, increase of staple food prices, hunger, unemployment and misery”: this is the nightmare scenario given by the Commission Ecclesiale Justice & Paix from Colombia, after the publication of the European Directive on renewable energies, dated 23rd of January. By strengthening the aim to mix 10 % of biofuels with fossil fuels by 2020, the Commission urges on the development of an important exportation market of agricultural raw materials (soybean, palm oil, corn, cane sugar…) coming from developing countries and intended to Europe : that means that the Commission won’t have taken into account the warning made by many NGOs of international solidarity, which kept on highlighting the risks for the poorest populations who will be the victims of this huge development of biofuels. This warning was also given by the United Nations, in a report dated may 2007 “new policies must be carried out for a fair use of lands and for a sustainable bioenergetic development otherwise the environmental and social damage might – in some cases – prevail over advantages”.
Moreover, the rapid development of the biofuels chain reminds us the actualities of a global economy with its interrelated players and where the inadequacy of regulations make people feel defeated. The fast-expanding agroenergetic markets keeps the global agricultural prices going, in a context where the management tools such as stocks are historically trivial. According to the FAO, the sudden rise of staple food prices has increased the alimentary bill of 82 importers countries – mainly African countries - up to 25 % in 2007. Therefore, the working class began to meet difficulties and riots due to hunger broke out in many developing countries during the last few months. The NGOs point out the risk that the agricultural food-producing pattern might be questioned whereas 850 millions of people already suffer from hunger. The agro exporter industry compete against family farming: because it is defined as an industry resorting to the gathering of lands and to intensive single-crop farming, not offering much employment but stimulated by the outlets on the energetic markets and the rise of global prices. If support was given to family farming, they could widely contribute to the dietary effort and to the economic development of the developing countries. Sergio Schlesinger, researcher for Fase, a Brazilian rights protection organization, underlines the following facts: “The productive patterns based on single-crop farming and on centralized production brings profits to very few players: important landowners, manufacturers and national or international food or energy traders”. “The family farmers are compelled to sell or to rent their lands: therefore, they must afterwards look for other activities in the rural environment or in the towns”. 
Finally, the NGOs have given a last warning: the production of biofuels on a large scale, which particularly resorts to chemical fertilizers, may have a serious impact on environment and health (water and land pollution, depletion of natural resources etc.)
In the light of the risks mentioned above, the decision-makers and the governments must really wonder if real benefits can be brought through the development of the biofuels chain and if it is relevant to develop this production on a higher scale. The Commission who wants to guarantee the biofuels sustainability and to show these benefits and this relevancy has suggested an evaluation of the chain on the following points: 
1) the reduction of 35 % of greenhouse gas emission compare to fossil fuel,

2) the forbidding to produce biofuels on lands offering a high biodiversity,
3) the forbidding to produce biofuels on lands being carbon wells (peat bog, forest etc.)

4) the commitment to respect the right environmental practices outlined by the PAC (Common Agricultural Policy)
The certification suggested by the Commission is rather restrictive and won’t enable to assess the validity of this chain.

Danilo Rueda, from Justice & Paix, has studied this problem and analysed the case of Colombia which aim is to increase the palms oil production from 175 000 hectares to 750 000 hectares by 2020 owing to the biofuels market: “these criteria represent an indication to try to slow down the consequences, to decrease the outcomes, but doesn’t take on the real problem, that is to say the development pattern suggested”. 
“The environmental issues may be a tool, but must be part of a complete approach with other economical, cultural and political points of view which call into question the capitalist nature of production”.

These criteria will enable partly to answer to the environmental challenge; important issues such as soil pollution and use of chemical fertilizers have not been mentioned. Moreover, these criteria can’t prevent the “domino effect”, that is the fact that biofuels cultivated on traditional area lead the food crops or the breeding to move to unbroken areas. We can also deplore that in this Directive, the Commission has not make any reference to the social consequences due to the biofuels production, whereas there are widely controversial. If a compulsory certification based on social criteria does not match the present OMC rules, the Commission should have suggested together with a compulsory environmental certification, a voluntary “social” certification as a label (cf the Belgian social label). “The criteria such as the ones applied by the members of RSPO (Rountable on Sustainable Palm Oil) for a sustainable oil palm in Indonesia may only be advantageous if they are used for solving the grave problems generated by existing culture. What we need is to stop the expansion of palm oil to avoid further problems of humanity in the future”, that is what reminds John Bamba, the Dayak population delegate for the Dayakologie Institute.
This certification proposed by the Commission won’t entitle to raise the discussions: “The European Commisssion denies the principles of sustainable development: economically beneficial, environmentally sound and social-cultural undestructive. In the region of Kalimantan the conversion of indigenous peoples’ land into millions of hectares of palm oil plantations destroys indigenous people livelihood, culture and identities” John Bamba.
Today, Indonesia has 6 millions of hectares of palms oil and aims at reaching 26 millions by 2025.

Last October, Jean Ziegler, ONU special reporter of the right to food, claimed for a 5 year moratorium on biofuels, so that the research on the second generation biofuels using the agricultural waste or the cellulose biomass of the whole plant, reaches a real outcome. The United Nations will again give a decision on this question during the 12th CNUCED Conference at the end of April or at the beginning of June, in the course of the FAO Conference focusing on the biofuels chain regulation. 
At the same period, the State-members and the European Parliament would have to study the text of the Directives proposed by the Commission: their opinion will specify if the aim of 10 % of biofuels to be used for the European Union transport and the conditionalities of this aim, should be kept or not. The NGOs for international solidarity and the southern civil societies are waiting for the reassertion of the right to food and of the food sovereignty. They claim now a real debate on the urgent need to reduce the energetic consumption, to slow down the development of transport and to revise our development and consumption patterns, instead of insufficient solutions with disastrous impacts. From July to December 2008, France will held Presidency of the UE : this will be a key step in this negotiation. The decisions taken will have a serious impact on the southern populations: they will either weaken or strengthen their real right to land, to food and to a proper standard of living.
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