Minutes of Care Campaign meeting, Wednesday 21st October
PRESENT: Jane, Jan, Flo, John, Marlyn, Fiona, Catherine

PUBLIC MEETING

Marlyn has booked the Old Parish Church Hall in Portobello for Wednesday 25th November.

John volunteered to be a speaker. Marlyn suggested Louise & also a UNISON speaker.

STALL

There will be a stall & leafleting on the coming 2 Saturdays in Portobello High Street between 11am & 2pm.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Marlyn will try & find out when the Community Council for the Portobello area meets, with a view to publicising the public meeting there.

COUNCILLORS

Letters & emails to be sent to the local councillors inviting them to the public meeting.

COUNCILLOR’S RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS LETTERS

John wrote to all Edinburgh councilors raising the campaign’s concerns. He received just 11 replies giving mostly party, rather than individual, responses. These included: SNP Norman Work saying cuts were down to Westminster under-funding & Lib. Dem. Paul Eadie denying service users were getting 1 hot meal a day (microwaved). Marlyn commented that we have written proof the decision to move to 1 microwaved meal.
John will follow up on the responses.

DEPARTMENTAL MEETING

A meeting of care workers was held on 14th October. Elaine Wishart from UNISON Branch Office reported the council have made no concessions on pay modernization.

CONTINUING PRESSURES ON STAFF

Staff are still relying on their own mobile phones to make vital work-related calls.

 A care worker reported having to walk an hour in the dark to an early morning job because her car was off the road. She had informed management the day before that she would be without her car but they made no other arrangements & even asked if she was “refusing to attend”.
POSTAL STRIKE
The meeting recognized the crucial importance of CWU actions to defend the postal service. There is a public meeting to support the struggle on Thursday 28th October, 7.30pm, St. George’s West, Shandwick Place.

Next meeting: 6pm, 4th November, City Chambers
