             Minutes of Homecare Campaign Meeting    Wed. June 16th '10 

Present:  Sheila; Lorrainne; Flo: Marlyn

Apologies Ian; Phylliss

Minutes of previous meeting agreed.

A discussion was held re. The success of the campaign against the tendering of organisations  - Garvald; the Action Group; FreeSpace; Penumbra etc.

As we know this campaign was able to mobilise hundreds of people  - service-users; support workers; families and carers etc.  They demonstrated; formed deputations and were determined and well organised.

The tendering process was put under the spotlight  - and found to have “mistakes”

Ultimately it was withdrawn.

It was felt that we shouldn't lose sight of this victory.

The Homecare campaign isn't able to mobilise the service-users as, in general, they are too frail and ,often, housebound..

Many staff ,service-users and their families are either afraid to speak out or not confident that they can make changes/improvements.

As we've discussed before, we re-stated that our campaign is a Public campaign. 

We're trying to, at least, inform the public of the reality of the situation  - what outsourcing homecare to agencies means to people who need the service  ( and also to those who work for agencies and the Council)

We continue to receive valuable information from members of the public re. their experiences and our experience is that there is deep concern about the policy of tendering out homecare to agencies.

At present Edinburgh Council is also in the process of tendering out  more services  - approx. 20%  including  cleansing; housing benefits; HR;  corporate services etc.

Unison has a campaign “Our City's Not For Sale” to oppose it and has been petitioning; leafletting  etc. around it.

Again, the public response has been very positive. There isn't an argument with members of the public.  They're on our side!

We agreed that we'll try to organise a Public Meeting.  Suggested area   - South Edinburgh   - Gilmerton; Captain's Road Area.

Marlyn agreed to follow up.  

Document re. Examples of poor practice is with Unison and will hopefully be printed up soon.

Next Meeting  Wed July 14th        Minutes   Marlyn

