                   Minutes of Homecare Campaign meeting    Wed. 8th Sept. '10

Present: Phyllis; Flo:Marlyn   Apologies   Ian: Sheila

Public Meeting    The campaign is organising a public meeting on Wed. Oct 27th  in The Hub; Gilmerton Church; Ravenscroft Street.

Publicity is in hand and leaflets and small posters should be ready soon.

When it's ready, the campaign will start having petitioning; leafleting etc in the area.

We'll try to contact the local community groups  - especially those who work with the elderly.

Marlyn brought copies of  a recent article which spoke of 92,000 people being discharged too soon from hospital the previous year. This resulted in further illness; infections and re-admission to hospital.

It surely highlights the difficult , skilled tasks that homecarers have looking after very frail and,often, unwell people.

Phyllis had brought an article which she had contributed to  about Lothian Hospitals admitting on average 6 malnourished pensioners every week.

Phyllis is in a BBC programme on Homecare which was to have been scheduled for Wed. 8th Sept. but has been put back to Tues. Oct 12th at 10.45pm 

Broadsheet  re. Examples of poor practice    a copy has been sent to every Councillor.

We can use them for the Public Meeting  and distribute them to any interested/relevant org.

Unison  - and many of the Public Sector Trade Unions  - are calling for a response to the cuts in local Govt; Health; and the Welfare state.

Unison has a “Our City's Not For Sale” campaign which is publicly campaigning, like the Homecare campaign, against Edinburgh Council's decision to privatise services such as Revenues and Benefits; Street cleaning; HR  and others.

What's happening in Homecare is being extended to other services. 

The more campaigns and resistance there is the better. 

The Health and Social Care Convenor, Mary Mccrea is working very hard with the “Our City's Not For Sale “   Most Sat's there's public petitioning; leafletting etc.

If anyone can help, please get in touch.

Next meeting Wed. 6th Oct    But the campaign will be organising activity re. Public meeting probably around the end of Sept. 

                     Minutes  Marlyn

                   _________________________________________________________--

