                               Minutes of Homecare Campaign Meeting   Wed. 26th Jan .'11

Present   ; Flo; Cath; Maddi; Sheila; Marlyn

Apologies   Lorraine  (working)  and Phylliss   (suffered a fall recently)

The campaign discussed  it's progress within the past 3 years and how, perhaps, we needed to “take stock”.

During the past 3 years, we've come across widespread support from members of the public; from Homecarers; Labour and Green Councillors  and Trade Unionists, especially Unison who have produced leaflets., publicity etc and paid for the hire of rooms for Public Meetings.

We've had 5 local Public Meetings    - Clermiston; Stockbridge; Central area; Portobello and Gilmerton. All of them have been preceded by stalls; leafletting; contacting community groups etc.

We've learnt a lot about how the care is for many service-users and their families and all of us feel strongly that we have the information from our work that the care delivered by the Private sector is not at all adequate  - and often – downright neglectful.

However we face a situation where, sadly ,we've not been able to build a large campaigning group.Although we know people agree with us, they probably feel there's nothing they can do to effect change. And if they're directly involved, they may be afraid to complain. 

Service-users and their families are told that there isn't anything they can do about e.g having to leave hospital; having an inadequate package of care or having the care delivered by the Private Sector.

And, of course, without a large campaign we know we're never going to force the Council.

Homehelps and Social Careworkers face having to work even harder and threats of more privatisation  - some may even fear for their jobs.

Their working conditions are very stressful  - less time ; more service-users; demands to care for very unwell; needy  - sometimes difficult people. And all this in the recent snow and ice.

It's little wonder they don't feel optimistic or energetic to build a campaign.

The campaign meets monthly.We have 6-8 people who are regularly involved.

Again we've lost a few over the last year which happens ,of course, but we haven't had any new people coming.

At this point, we're not sure we can continue building local meetings.

But we agreed we want to continue compiling information of the reality of the delivery of care.We need to ensure that Councillors, whether they want it or not (and the ruling group most definitely don't) hear the truth about the care.

We decided to ask Unison to set a week  - possibly April/May '11  - where they request all homecare staff to report to Unison situations that they come across which raise concerns about the care given.

We will ask Unison to write to all Homecarers requesting such info and then we will collate it and give the findings

 to Councillors and perhaps other groups. As with previous documents, information would not reveal identifying details.

Agreed that we progress this.

And continue broader discussion at our next meeting   - Wed. March 16th.

On 28th Jan. '11 the campaign is meeting with Councillor Bill Cook.

Affirmed who can attend.

We'd intended going for a drink/coffee around 7pm but due to a difficult work situation Marlyn had to resolve so   -   hopefully at our next meeting  we might manage it.

Minutes   Marlyn

