 Homecare Campaign     Meeting  Wed. 3rd Aug  Council Chambers

Present: Catherine; Sheila: Danny; Flo; Marlyn   Apologies  Lorrainne

The meeting discussed the future of the Campaign.  It's been active for 3 and a half years; the evidence continues to strongly support the Campaigns stance against privatisation.  

Public stalls; leafletting; holding meetings etc. all confirm that the issue of privatisation and cuts of the homecare for elderly and disabled citizens is not a policy that the public agrees with. Rather they feel worried and angry.

But, despite this, the campaign hasn't been able to persuade Councillors to change the policy.

The Labour Party and the Green Party have supported the campaign and have put forward amendments  e.g. lowering the proportion of privatisation  but they've never been carried.

We had spoken previously about producing a 2cd broadsheet to distribute to Councillors   so that they are aware of concrete examples of poor practice resulting from these policies.

We feel this is still a good idea.  But it's not possible to pursue this at present due to Marlyn's need to concentrate on the present struggle re. Home helps.

Home Helps are faced with a situation where they're being asked to work 4 days on; 4 days off. This means they will have to work some weekends  (as opposed to Mon – Fri ).

They will be classed as Social Care Assistants; they'll be paid a grade less than Social Care Workers .

Yet it's not felt that there's a difference in their jobs.

The staff are very unhappy. Management state they need them to make this change so that they can keep the present proportion of work  (40%) in house. 

If the change doesn't happen, they state even more work will go to the private sector.

They say they have too many staff working Mon- Fri am  and not enough working evenings and weekends.

Their argument has a logic to it  but it has to be remembered that the Council no longer provide stand alone housework or domestic tasks. If they did, there would be work from Mon -Fri ams.

They would have to recruit more staff for the evenings and weekends   - and, as we know, they argue they don't have enough money..

For the next few months, Marlyn feels she has to represent and support the Home Helps during this change.

She outlined the situation; time scales etc.

The group accepted that, for the meantime, the Campaign would have to be “on the back burner”  but the issues have not been resolved. Indeed are likely to worsen.

It was also felt that we should continue to try and seek publicity regarding the issues. It is a regular current affairs issue throughout Britain..

Agreed to convene a meeting early next year -  but earlier if it's felt appropriate.  

Minutes   Marlyn

