A Call for Action and Coalition

The state of California, and the local governmental agencies and school districts that rely on the state for funding, is in a fiscal free fall. Hamstrung by a system that allows a minority of anti-government/anti-tax conservatives to hold the budget hostage, the legislature is politically incapable of delivering on promises made to Californians.

Californians’ safety net is being dismantled, our public education system is crumbling, higher education is becoming increasingly unaffordable, social services that serve the most vulnerable are suffering inhumane cuts, local public safety budgets are being slashed, and after school programs in our parks and libraries are being eliminated. California, just beginning to recover from one of the highest unemployment rates in the nation, is facing another wave of layoffs with a new $21 billion shortfall at the state level and hundreds of millions of dollars in deficits in our local communities.

The time for unity and action is now.

The California Federation of Teachers is interested in building a powerful coalition of labor, community, and faith based organizations to promote a positive vision for California’s future. This vision is centered around the shared value of a vibrant public sector and a role for government, and the need for a majority of elected officials in Sacramento who are willing to fight for that vision. 

This coalition would take on a variety of coordinated activities throughout 2010 related to both the budget and electoral cycles. One specific action that we are considering is a “Trek for California’s Future” in March 2010. The action would kick off with a demonstration in Los Angeles, and resume a day or two later in Bakersfield or other central valley locale. A core group of marchers would march to Sacramento over the course of several weeks.  

We do not need a lot of core marchers; just a solidly diverse, symbolic group of a couple dozen or so that includes representatives of various important constituencies. But every few days there would be a larger event along the way—a rally, a town hall, a bigger march, visit to legislative offices—designed to maximize public awareness of three issues:  

· Education -- restoring the promise of good and affordable education for every student in California 

· Government that works for everyone 

· Fair taxes to fund California’s future. 

We would use earned, paid, and viral media to maintain momentum throughout the 40-day action, engaging union members, communities, and youth to fight for California’s future. 

We are hoping that your organization will work with us on the development of these ideas and actions. We need your support to help us all raise our voices and fight for what we all need—a better, stronger, more just and fair educational system for every single student in California, and social services to meet the needs of all.

