San Diego and Imperial Counties Labor Council Resolution in Support of March 4th Day of Action and March for California’s Future in Defense of Public Education, Public Sector-Services, and Government and Economy that Works for all Californians

Whereas statewide, $18 billion in public education funding reductions over the past two years have resulted in layoffs of thousands of teachers and staff, millions of dollars cut from each K-12 school district increasing class sizes by as much as 35%, community college and university students losing classes, faculty and support staff being laid off (particularly our brothers and sisters in the contingent faculty ranks —at the community college, CSU, and UC levels—who have suffered massive layoffs and are frequently ignored in discussions of cuts), rising student costs and longer waits to graduate, and restricted access to educational opportunities for the students who need it the most and can afford it the least;  
 
Whereas billions of dollars more are being cut from health care and social services for those who need them the most—the poor, the sick, the young, the elderly, and the disabled;  

Whereas the ongoing budget crisis and raiding of city budgets poses a grave threat to public safety, fire, and other vital local government services;  
Whereas the union busting represented by the constant assault on California’s public sector workers also harms union workers in the private sector;

Whereas California’s infrastructure is crumbling and continued budget cuts threaten to halt economic renewal and harm the state’s economic health and cost us jobs in the private sector as well as the public sector;  
Whereas this is happening at a time when state spending for prisons has surpassed state spending for higher education and the income gap between the rich and the poor has reached historic proportions (locally as well as at the state and national levels);  

Whereas these misplaced priorities are a recipe for disaster as education has long been the gateway to economic opportunity in the Golden state;  

Whereas what was once the pride of California—our fine public education system—is being destroyed in the name of a disingenuous anti-tax populism that would sacrifice the future of the majority of Californians to preserve the interests of the most privileged people in the richest state in the richest country in the world;   

Whereas despite the persistent mythology promulgated by the Governor and Republicans in the State Senate and Assembly about California's "spending problem," the reality is that California is radically under-funding the nation's largest systems of education.  We serve 6.3 million kids in K-12 and 2.9 million adults in community colleges alone; 

Whereas we have the largest education budget of any state because we have the largest population, but when we measure spending on a per resident basis, we are misers: California ranks 48th in the nation in per pupil spending in K-12, 47th in the nation in state employees per resident, and 45th in the nation in community college per student spending; 
   
Whereas despite the mantra of the anti-tax zealots who have hijacked the state budget, taxes are not higher than they've ever been in California: in 1993 during the Pete Wilson years, the highest tax bracket in California was 11% of income.  Today it is it is 9.3%.  
In 1980, California corporations contributed nearly 15% of the state budget; today they pay 11%; 
 
Whereas the legislature has imposed more than $12 billion in tax cuts for wealthy individuals and corporations over the past 15 years;  

Whereas claiming to be holding the line against “taxes” while dramatically increasing the costs of education and other public services in the Golden State is the “big lie” of California politics.  Increased student fees are simply a way of shifting the economic burden of education from those who can most afford it to students and working families who can least afford it and are frequently left drowning in debt in order to fund their educations or those of their children;  

Whereas cutting education funding is economically counterproductive in the long term.  For every dollar the state puts into higher education, it receives three in return in the form of more tax dollars from the higher incomes earned by a more educated populace;
Whereas the Governor’s proposed budget pits public sector workers against each other and pits the poor and elderly against the sick and disabled, the park system against students and students from K-12 against the students in higher education, etc;    

Whereas on October 24th of 2009, more than 800 students, unionists and activists from more than 50 cities across the state gathered and called for a March 4th 2010 Day of Action to Save Public Education;
Whereas the California Federation of Teachers, the California Faculty Association, and dozens of public sector unions have also endorsed the day of action;  

Whereas the California Federation of Teachers has been planning, since August of 2009, for a March for California’s Future as the centerpiece of their fight for California’s Future campaign to rally unions, activists, students, parents, and all other interested parties into a coalition with the goals of restoring the promise of public education; a government and economy that works for all the people; and fair taxes to fund California's future. 
Therefore be it resolved that San Diego and Imperial Counties Labor Council calls for a day of action of all public workers on March 4th 2010 to bring attention to the need to end cuts to education and social services and the immediate need for progressive taxation in order to address California’s budget deficit and fund vital social needs—with actions to be carried out in a manner deemed appropriate by every union and local.  

Be it further resolved that the San Diego and Imperial Counties Labor Council will work with all interested parties to publically advocate for a simple legislative majority to replace the two-thirds supermajority in the California legislature for purposes of passing taxes and a state budget.  

Be it further resolved that the San Diego and Imperial Counties Labor Council will join with all interested parties to advocate for progressive taxation solutions to end the state budget crisis.  

Be it further resolved that the San Diego and Imperial Counties Labor Council endorses the March for California’s Future from March 5th 2010 to April 21st 2010 and invites all interested parties and their community allies to participate. 


Respectfully submitted by 

Jim Mahler, President, AFT Local 1931

Jim Miller, Political Action VP/Delegate, AFT Local 1931
 


