Tyler,

 

We invited President Weber to join us in a community dialogue in good faith of our shared abilities to democratically dialogue about an issue of mutual concern. Our expectations were made clear from the start and we are very disappointed by your response, especially as it comes to us less than two days before the event. The decision to proceed according to the forum model drafted exclusively by the president's office is both disrespectful and does not in any meaningful way address the concerns of the University Front in Struggle or our respective communities. 

 

Our intention was never for a question-and-answer session with President Weber: We are already aware of the president's various attempts to explain why he eliminated the local student admissions guarantee. As we clearly expressed multiple times in our meetings with you, we intended to democratically discuss with the president mutually agreeable solutions with particular regards to the local student admissions policy.

 

By ignoring our expectations, refusing both our suggestions for moderators and panelists, and by relegating our position in this forum to the role of mere ushers, you have successfully circumvented the intended outcomes of our forum and taken advantage of the good faith we placed in the president's office. We must say that this decision represents a tremendous step backwards and is an affront to the trust we have worked hard to build between our university's administration, our students and our communities.

 

While we view the decision to once again ignore the voice of students and local community members as unfortunate, we remain open to the opportunity of hosting a democratic discussion with our president. Until such a time that the president and his office recognize that students and local community members must have a voice and must be treated as equal partners in this discussion, we fear such a dialogue will be impossible. We sincerely urge the president and his affiliates to reconsider their decision and to move forward with the forum April 8th in the democratic manner discussed in our meetings; with the ability for audience members to ask questions and pose solutions directly to President Weber without the use of note cards, and with a joint panel inclusive of at least one local high school student, one parent of a local high school student, one local K-12 educator and one SDSU student or faculty member in addition to the individuals you have listed.

 

If the president, his office or his affiliates are unable or "uncomfortable" meeting these basic requirements for a democratic dialogue we recommend a mutual postponement of the event until such time that each of these basic pre-conditions can be met. However, if the president and his affiliates should change their minds and reconsider our offer, please notify us immediately so that we may finish delegating the final remaining logistical tasks for April 8th.
 

With sincere hopes for your reconsideration,

Frente Universitario en Lucha/ University Front in Struggle 

