Arbeit Macht Fleisch! The Embodied Collectivity of the Social Factory

This talk will explore issues around violence and discipline in the labor process. Drawing from the tradition of autonomist Marxism of operaismo it will consider the possibilities for bringing back forms of class composition analysis to consider the on-going processes of the enclosure of social life and creativity that occurs as the logic of the factory extends itself over the whole of society under post-Fordist capitalism. As social life itself becomes is emerged in the process of production there are moments where struggle can constitute itself across the social plane, forming new embodiments and forms of collectivity.

Double meaning of the title: making meat / making flesh


-violence in forms of discipline, labor control/restructuring – but also the political possibilities that are contained within such


-the moment of violence which precedes the founding of a new order (Derrida on constitution forming) – constituent power – the relation between changes in state structure and regimes of accumulation


-reification of the state – seeing the state as the state – and not as contradictory and multiple layers of often times conflicting dynamics – much the same way that the processes of productions running through an economy are often times disparate and running in different directions


-To talk about the state is neither to talk about a truly autonomous subject or object where politics happen (class Weberian notion of the state), nor the state strictly as the coordinating committee and class structure where economic interests and flows are harnessed (general Marxist take), or state as ideological apparatus (Althusser and such people)


-reconsidering the nature of self-management and what projects of self-management would mean in the current conditions of the economy


-How can one take current economic and social transformations in subversive directions – in directions that undercut the cooperation of attempts to create autonomy

Class composition / workerism / autonomist Marxism


-Tronti – reversal of perspective


Labor history as narration of cooptation, attempts to siphon off the creative capacities of autonomous working class action


-Enclosing the commons, the enclosure of women's body (Federici)


-the destabilization of feudalism by insurgencies against that order


-the transformation from the Fordist factory to decentralized production as a result of struggles against factory production in the 60s / 70s

Considering what it would mean to bring back class composition analysis – what would it mean today


-Transformation of the labor process as existing today


-Negri/Hardt/Virno – as having moved past the project of class composition, now focusing on the creation of large overarching concepts (Empire / Multitude) – but often neglect the particularities, dynamics, and differences that are not taken into account by the overarching concepts (hegemony of immaterial labor)

The double movement of the social factory


-the movement of the logic of the factory over society


-the further movement of sociality into the factory itself

Self-management creates conditions where workers come to confront themselves as collective capitalist, does not transcend the antagonisms of capital but reinstates them at a different level

Issues around precarity


-origins of the discourse, Chainworkers


-not that the conditions are particularly new (as when in, when hasn't labor been precarious) – but the creating of new possibilities resulting from looking at the current conditions of labor and production


-issues around space: decentralization of production, creating arsenals of cultural grammar that create a common basis of struggle between forms of labor that seem distinct and often disparate (chain stores and cognitive labor)

As social life itself becomes is emerged in the process of production there are moments where struggle can constitute itself across the social plane, forming new embodiments and forms of collectivity. The task is to find the specificities of how these manifestations of violence, enclosure, and discipline allow for the opening of new political possibilities and to use them.

