The Common Place Cinema presents…
Va va boom!
Films & talks on urban riots in France & UK
4.30pm-11.30pm

Sunday 11 December

@The Common Place social centre

23-25 Wharf Street, Leeds City Centre
0845 345 7334 www.thecommonplace.org.uk

Sparked by the deaths of two young men of African descent after a police chase on 27 October, France witnessed three weeks of rioting: some 9000 cars were burned & 3000 people arrested. Yorkshire is no stranger to urban race riots. In 2001, the Bradford riots marked the 20th anniversary of the 1981 ‘uprisings’, which gripped Britain for 3 months, including Chapeltown in Leeds.

Are racism and poverty to blame for the existence of modern urban riots in two of the world’s richest countries? What can we do to support affected communities?

4.30pm 
Film footage on the recent French riots

5pm

Talk by Naima Bouteldja, French-Algerian writer & activist 

6.30pm
Films footage and discussion on the Bradford & Leeds riots

7.30pm
Film: The Battle of Algiers (1965) – Award-winning portrayal of the Algerian guerrilla struggle against French colonialism in the 1950s once banned in France
10pm
Film: La Haine (1995) – Controversial film about life in les banlieues (‘the French suburbs’), famous for its representation of the police as violent, racist and uncomprehending, terrorizing the excluded and multi-ethnic suburban youth
*Special North African food will be served in the Common Place café
* The Common Place is 2 minutes walk from the Corn Exchange
