Monash Uni permaculture food garden
Garden infrastructure improvements proposal
InterAction group is planning a working bee for November the 16th. Interaction will provide funds from $500 to $1000 to cover the costs of the sleepers and peas straw. The activities planned for the day is to raise and defined the beds with as one sleeper high. This will clearly defined the garden beds and utilise the spaces more efficiently. The paths will be designed to cater for a wheel burrow and wheel chair access, to cater for the disabled. The future plan is to have two sleepers, when the soil has been built up, so people do not have to bend down. The garlic beds will be designed to all for a continuous path to the corner entrance, and another pathway from east to west. The garden beds sleepers will be measured and pre cut for the day, with the required holes drilled and bolts ready. They will be assembled by the working bee. New seedlings will also be planted out. More peas straw is needed to provide much need mulch for the summer periods. 
Monash University is requested to assist with the purchase and installation of a garden shed , a multipurpose hothouse and cost of a fence to go around the garden. The garden shed will be used to store the garden tools, the current arrangement is an old locker. A multipurpose hothouse and shade house will enable the garden management to propagate seedlings. The management team also requests the University to connect the garden tap to rain water tanks. 

Costs and budget
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Future plans
The garden hopes to construct and develop a community eating area to the north where there is currently chip bark. This will provide an area for students to enjoy their lunch and socialize. A pond will be constructed that will increase the biodiversity to help control the insect population. 

Overall garden plan

Objectives

Provides training on food security and permaculture garden skills to students
Support the whole food restaurant co-operative in providing local organically grown food.

Educational resource on permaculture and food production for students/staff/community.

Aesthetics and functional design that is low maintenance.
Provide a means for social interaction of students that can be maginalised in the school community. 
Garden brief

Permaculture

Why a permaculture garden?

Partnerships and grants
Garden management

The garden management of the permaculture garden involves the environment officer, whole foods, other environment groups and permaculture advisors. 

The management team will plan and organize the garden working bee and implement the garden plan. Volunteers will be provided with position descriptions so their roles are clearly defined. There is ongoing maintenance of the garden such as weeding, removal of old plants, maintaining beds and paths, planting new seedings, watering pruning of fruit trees. 
The garden design
Food security

Environmental benefits

Social impact and benefits

Research and development links
Garden design

Site 

Soil analysis

Design elements

Environmental impact assessment

Key infrastructure

Tools shed

Hothouse/shade house

Current seedlings are propagated on the balcony where the whole food restaurant co-operative is operating. The produce seedlings in large enough volumes for planting a hothouse that can function as a shade house in summer is essential.
Community eating area

Compost

Worm farm

The current worm farms on the garden site processes the garden green material. There are two more worm farms used the whole food co-operative. 

Pond

Vegetation

Timber and stakes

It would be a good asset to have a grove of bamboo that can be harvested for stakes for the garden. The bamboo would be controlled and managed through regular harvesting. 

Fruit trees

Stone fruits and citrus will be planted on the western side of the vegetable garden to provide fruit. The deciduous trees will lose their leaves in winter, providing light and mulch for the compost. 

 Vegetable garden

The current beds need to have boundaries that are 2 sleepers high. The paths will be widened to allow for a wheel burrow and wheel chair access. 

Vegetables list

Herbs

Animals

Pest and disease management
Guild planting

Companion planting

Crop rotations
Calendar of operations
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