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C A L L   F O R   P A R T N E R S H I P
“North meets South in Green School Village”

3.1 Youth in Action youth exchange of permacultural practices and knowledge

WHAT? is the main idea- the concept
The main idea of the Green School Village (GSV) project is to research and popularize the sustainable way of living in conformity with the laws of nature. The current youth exchange is a continuation of the first meeting of the new born Baltic-Balkan Ecovillage network. It is focused in the field of Permaculture and the Ecovillage Design Education (EDE) – http://www.gaiaeducation.org/docs/EV%20Design%20Curriculum.pdf - part Ecology, the first three modules. Each partner will need to prepare a workshop proposing a good practice and theoretical knowledge of a chosen topic from the three modules – sustainable building, food/gardening and water management. 
WHY? we want to make it- the motive, the goal
The GSV team plans to develop a center for non-formal education in a very preserved and ethnically diverse mountain region in Bulgaria. Thus it seeks to stimulate and encourage the young people to learn and express in a friendly natural ambience – to know better and use their potential. The current exchange would allow the participants to increase their permacultural knowledge and acquire certain skills living close to nature. On the other hand it will be a perfect opportunity for the network to meet and work together again.
WHO? stands behind it- the team
We are an interdisciplinary team of young people with different background such as Cultural studies, Law, Urban planning, International Relations, Architecture, Informatics, Social activities, and etc. The group exists since year 2005 and as an NGO since 2007, when it became a supportive member of GEN Europe. In this exchange we wish to involve people that are interested in the field of permaculture, especially the green building. The partners will be from Baltic and Balkan countries only. The participants need to be between 20 and 30 years old (exclusive the group coordinator). The own financial contribution will be 30 % of the travel costs to Sofia only. 
HOW? we will realize it in practice- the methods
We plan to provide a healthy space for non-formal permacultural education – theory and practice. Different kinds of workshops will be arranged in and around an old school that was given to our association in 2009 by the local Municipality. We will work in groups on a rotation principle over the three main topics: building, gardening, and water management. Each one of the partners could have one day to cook some healthy food for the rest of the participants. In the free time we can organize games, sports and walks in the area.
WHERE? it will be based- the place
Kostilkovo village is in the Eastern Rhodopes Mountains in Bulgaria – 10 kilometers far from the border with Greece, close to Ivaylovgrad town. Different ethnical and religious groups share this land for centuries – Bulgarians (Orthodox and Muslims), Greeks, Turks, Albanians, and some Gypsies. Because of the border zone, the region was closed for visitors and it still remains very isolated. This limits the local development and leads to a high level of immigration of young people. This part of the mountain is much unpolluted and it keeps many rare flora and fauna species. One of the characteristics of this region is the vulture, which can be observed nearby. There are also three big dam lakes, few rivers, oak forests, old collieries and many kinds of gemstones. In that area also some Ancient and Medieval ruins can be found. 

Apart of the school we were working on and can use one 200 years old house in the village, which is owned by a member of the GSV team. The conditions are still basic and the participants will have to bring their tents, sleeping bags and mattresses. It is preferable to use biodegradable cosmetics. The food will be vegetarian, but cooking meat would be possible too. 
WHEN? it will happen- the period
We chose to organize the permacultural exchange at the end of August and beginning of September for up to three weeks. The early autumn weather is perfect for being in that warm southern region during the harvest season!
Please fill in, sign, stamp, scan and e-mail to me the original partnership form before you send it via post on the following address:

Mihaela Tzarchinska, 74, Oborishte Str., 1505 Sofia, Bulgaria
If you have any further questions, please contact me and I’ll write you back as soon as possible.
Best regards,

Mihaela Tzarchinska 

Project manager
+359 (0) 897 522 333,
tzarchinska@gmail.com, 

www.greenschoolvillage.org
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