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Food Entrepreneurship Program 
2017-2018 Application
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County (CCETC) is pleased to announce a free program for new and emerging caterers and food vendors. We are looking for people with low-to-moderate income who want to run their own business. If that is you then this program can provide support in terms of money for your permits, licenses and equipment, free use of our licensed kitchen, access to training, hands-on support from our staff, help with marketing and logistics, and education around business ownership. We will also arrange catering gigs for you in Tompkins County (including Cornell). These gigs will help you learn on the job while building your reputation and business as part of our Food Entrepreneurship Program, an educational program designed to advance just economic development in the local area. 

Program Benefits

a) Use the CCETC teaching kitchen without fees for 6 months. 

b) Borrow shared catering equipment. 

c) Apply for a scholarship to help with future business expenses. 

d) Benefit from all kinds of logistical and marketing support.

e) Test your menu and develop your own brand with a number of catering gigs
Eligibility Criteria

a) Have a household income not higher than "moderate," as defined here: 
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http://www.cityofithaca.org/540/Income-Guidelines
Selection Criteria

a) Demonstrate that you are serious about achieving your goals, e.g., what steps have you already taken towards achieving your goals?

b) We are looking for a diversity of cuisines across our catering teams. 

c) Be responsible in your intentions to make a successful business and support the brand of the Food Entrepreneurship Program.
Assistance with Application


If you would like assistance in completing the application, or just have further questions, please let us know. We are happy to support you in achieving your business goals! Just call (607-272-2292) or email Chris (chj7@cornell.edu) or Lara (ljp9@cornell.edu). Please note there are a limited number of spots in the program so we want to help you put in your strongest application.   

Due Date

We are accepting applications until 5 pm on 9/29/17. You may submit your application by emailing it to Chris (chj7@cornell.edu) or by submitting a hard copy (available at CCETC front desk, 615 Willow Avenue, Ithaca). 
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Tell us about you!

1. Name:
2. Address: 
3. Cell phone: 
4. Email:
5. Is your household income less than the maximum amount allowed to qualify as "moderate" according to the 2017 CDBG table here: http://www.cityofithaca.org/540/Income-Guidelines
__ Yes

__ No

6. If you have (or plan to have) one or more business partners, please share their names, addresses, cell phones, and emails in the space below.
a. Name:
b. Address: 
c. Cell phone: 
d. Email:
Tell us about your business (or future business)!
1. Business name (if you have chosen one): 
2. Business status:

__ About to start

__ Just started (within one year)

__ Operating over one year
3. Where will your food be sold? (check all that apply)
__ full-service catering events

__ delivery/drop-off

__ food truck

__ food cart

__ farmers markets

__ festivals and community events

__ other (please specify):
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Please feel free to write as much as you want below, you are not limited to the space provided. 

4. Why did you start or why have you decided to start a business?  What do you love about it?

5. In a few sentences, describe the business you want.

6. Tell us about your menu (or menu ideas).

7. What steps have you taken to get your business started or to grow your business?

8. How do you currently or intend to promote your business?
9. Why do you think your business will be a success? 
a. Who are your competitors?

b. What makes your product or service unique?

c. Any previous experience?

d. What is the current demand for your product or service?

e. What skills and resources can you draw from?  
Thank you for completing the 2017 Food Entrepreneurship Program Application!  
Please email your completed application to Chris (chj7@cornell.edu) or drop off a hard copy at the CCETC front desk staff marked "for Lara or Chris." We will be in touch as soon as possible.
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