The well-known slogan “Workers of the world unite” means what it says. It does not mean “Only workers with the correct immigration status unite”

HELP BUILD THE NATIONAL TRADE UNION CONFERENCE AGAINST IMMIGRATION CONTROLS
Planning meeting Saturday July 15th, 1-5.30, Cross Street Chapel, Cross Street, Manchester

The No-One Illegal pamphlet “Workers Control not Immigration Controls” has already been sponsored by several trades council and trade union branches – and has been endorsed by the general secretary of NAFTHE.
The pamphlet , along with unions such as the NUJ and NAFTHE, adopts a position of total opposition to controls. In  arguing for this position it goes beyond the justified support for all campaigns against deportations and detentions. It  also examines how controls directly affect trade unionists. In particular it  looks at:

· Employer sanctions. This is the transformation of employers into spies for the Home Office by criminalising them for employing undocumented labour

· Trafficking – how to oppose traffickers whilst fighting for the absolute right to remain of those subject to trafficking

· Defiance not compliance – how the relationship between welfare provision and immigration status means that health, benefit and social workers are being placed in the role of immigration control enforcers

· The right to work of all irrespective of immigration status. At the moment asylum seekers are prohibited from working

· Alternatively the right of undocumented labour not to be treated as slave labour. For instance the latest legislation allows those detained in removal centres to work – without minimum wage protection.
· How trade unions  should recruit workers irrespective of immigration status and  should fight both for the equality of wages/conditions of all workers and for the regularisation  of those presently without full immigration status.

· How certain jobs, particularly within the civil service, are only open to those with full immigration status.

· The strange position of immigration officers who are themselves often in trade unions (in particular the PCS) and whose role is to detain and deport other workers.
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