Notes taken at the No Borders Gathering on 11/ 12 March 2006: 

(Missing is notes from the workshop on Visiting/Detainee Support which were never received).

Defiance not compliance workshop - 11th March

Workshop focussed on a number if topics and ways in which people in the

workplace resisted implementing asylum laws.

It was suggested that so little is yet to be developed in terms of

building supportive networks of non compliance from the workplace to the

trade union.

We heard the personal stories of resisting the asylum laws within social

work, education & trade unions.

Trade unions currently endorse the model of migration management currently

operating.

Need to promote no borders ideas in the workplace, talk to workmates and

service users – inter personal work that will encourage people to

challenge asylum law.

Other bodies such as NATFE had a no border policy but often this was not

being practised at a grassroots level because if top down organisation of

tu’s.

Because of the difficulty of sustaining micro/ day to day resistance, it

was thought that union structures can be used as a protection for the

individual challenging the system.

Need to look to non compliance campaigns for inspiration eg section 9

where social workers and wider society’s outrage at the scheme meant it

was scrapped – it was said that softer measures are now being introduced.

The no one is illegal trade union meeting will take place in the autumn,

where there is a proposed manifesto already in existence.

Need to resist implementation of section 10, forcing asylum seekers to do

voluntary work

_____________________________________________________________

Starting An Anti-Deportation Campaign Workshop – 11th March

National Network brainstorm

Tracking People Nationally – Barbed wire Britain already exists?

Collect Info from active individuals -> provide more widely

· Who is where? Who can help?

Bail Training – National Bail Sureties

Networking with Dungavel 

Case histories

Coordinated and collaborative actions

· List on websites updated

· Bulletin Boards on Noborders.co.uk

Contacts with people doing good work through organisations that may not agree with No-borders aims.

Finding a Solicitor

· Someone who is a ‘team player’

· Willing to take input from Detainee/Medical/Supporters

· Compiling lists of good Solicitors

· Looking at National Coalition website for list of Solicitors

· Maximising Capacities by taking note of which solicitors are special;ising in certain cases.

Starting a Campaign Brainstorms

How do you decide who for?

· Ask them? 

· After legal options are exhausted? ( at same time.

People with Campaigns

· Lucky

· Already linked to the community

Campaigns that seem winnable?

Some people don’t want campaigns

e.g. may affect them if deported

Weakness of Network ( Lots of campaigns focus on special cases

ALL CASES ARE SPECIAL

Campaigns led by the person facing removal

Impossible to do everyone

( Always draw links to wider issues and problem is generalised

One campaign can highlight general problem.

Link up networks

( keep in touch ( campaigns supporting each other.

Easier to explain using individual cases

Previous detainees supporting other detainees (< can lead campaigns/support ( gives detainees confidence through example.

Working based on self-help eg. Yarlswood women, Judith and Maria 

Both- everyone has the right to a campaign but some people are particularly vulnerable

Things needed to set up a campaign

· Read handbook

· Contact national coalition – teachins and materials.

* Local papers

      ( write a letter

· follow up call

· journalist to cover story

* MPs ( contact local MPS.

( other MPs? There are some who are very supportive

* BLOG ( Web diaries

* Petitions 

* Demonstrations

* Contacting groups + community who have had successful claims, e.g. Zimbabweans, Gender/sexuality claims ( linking similar experience es

* Archbishop of York?

* Find Lawyers – good lawyers

* Confronting racism with voices of those who are suffering – detainees are often activists from abroad

* Contacting airlines /airport actions

Problem of bringing people from individual campaigns into a wider No Borders Campaign

( How do you bring this together

German e.g. two networks working together – one supporting detainees – one opposing borders

Is border control only wrong for “my friend” or wrong “full-stop”? ( increase analysis

People who have gained legal status – why are they no longer linked in?

Generate enough publicity of worst case ( to greater participation  ( majority of people are unaware

Not just difference between: anti-state and individual campaigns( look at the movements of people around EU borders there is already a mass movement resisting borders (living illegal)

Need to bring the truth of the brutality of borders home to ordinary people.

Be careful not to force detainees into Anarchist campaigns

Use the Athens social forum.

Other tactic to improve laws eg. Campaigns against section 9

Important to keep momentum through utopia.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Building for the 8th April day of action outside Harmondsworth and Colnbrook detention centres – workshop 11th March
Building support for the 8th April:

· There is a need to build a strong campaign around the London detention centres as there are committed campaigns elsewhere in England and in Scotland but London is lacking. 8th April day of action will be the first event of an ongoing campaign.

· Make sure that detainees know well in advance what is going to happen on the 8th April.

· Leaflet at the 18th March anti-war demo in London.

· Public meeting in Hounslow Community Centre on 30th March to advertise London Against Detention and 8th April day of action, with leafleting in the high street in Southall on Saturdays prior to the meeting. Leaflets for the public meeting will be ready by 15th March. Collect from The Square and distribute.

· Proposal for a picket outside Communications House in Old Street on 1st April in the morning to publicise 8th April day of action.

· Benefit to raise money to pay for coaches to transport people on the 8th April – to be held at the Square.

· Meeting at The Square to show films and raise awareness.

Communicating with detainees -

Using technology:

· Whatever is done has to be as multilingual as possible.

· Web-stream of the demo so that people in Colnbrook are able to view. Colnbrook is the only detention centre that allows detainees to search the internet but they are only allowed 10 minutes access per day.

· Radio broadcast so that detainees can listen. Problem: there are no radios in detention as far as I am aware – told by person who was detained in Harmondsworth.

· Advertise 2-3 hour radio programme on the web and advertise publicly. Possible for someone to then broadcast the programme on FM.

· Use technology to co-ordinate simultaneously with people in other countries – Europe, Australia and around the world. 

· Use The Square social centre as a base to do a media action – web-stream and radio. 

· Woomera and Baxter in Australia made an Indymedia radio patch. People in detention could phone out.

· Resonance FM could be contacted to help to draw more people and groups in.

· Speak to detainees on mobile phone and microphone.

Also:

· Samba band and Women in Black brass band to play outside Harmondsworth.

· Some people might be more interested in visiting than demonstrating.

How to involve the mainstream media:

· Court the media by inviting them to ? something. (cakes and tea/ caviar and champagne)

· Contact sympathetic journalists and inform them of what is happening.

· If there are enough actions that draw enough attention perhaps the media will find it difficult to ignore.

One convergence in London or many dispersed around the country? :

· Ex-detainees would require financial backing to get them either to London or local demos. Which would be more practical, effective and involve most people?

· Discussion as to whether it would be more effective and inclusive to have one demonstration in London or many around the country was unresolved. Leeds and Cardiff people will discuss with their groups and report back. 

· This call is from London No Borders for a day of action in London and everyone is welcome to support it. Agreed that the next day of action will be in another part of the country. 

· Cardiff representatives said a handful of people from Cardiff will travel to wherever there is a demo.

· Leeds representative said they would need 6 months to build for a day of action in Leeds so would support London action. 

Actions on the day:

· Actions on the day must be more confrontational and interventionist rather than symbolic such as the carrying of a banner. 

· Proposal: Caravan of noisy and colourful buses from Old Street to Harmondsworth on 8th April.

Future action:

· Everyone will stay overnight in London and decide at a meeting on Sunday morning what to do next and where. E.g. Manchester in September at the time of the Labour Party conference, the weekend of the 24/09/06

· Leeds No Borders to contact Sheffield No Borders to do a joint demo outside a prison and Lindholme detention centre.

· Summer camp near a detention centre. 

· A weekend event to get people together for another form of activism that is unlike any of the above – think of ideas to inspire people.

· Local groups to research and then let people around the country know where and when to turn up to protest. There must be events around the country before there is another action in London again. 

· A big day of action every 6 months is feasible and would be big enough to have more impact.  

· We need to support actions around the country and not be London-centric.

Final Plenary – Sat 11th March


The Final Plenary of the No Borders Gathering on 11 March, was shorter than planned because of over-run earlier in the day, so we covered less ground than anticipated.

First we identified issues to be discussed in workshops on Sunday as plenary would be short.  The issue of strategies for campaiging against institutions (airlines, IOM, NASS etc) was identified {this didn't happen the next day}.  Also about the philosophical foundations and implications of No Borders {This didn't happen on Sunday either}

It was agreed to collate all the contacts from the different regions.  This led on to a discussion about e-lists, bulletin boards and other important but technical cyberspace communications matters that Marion has written up seperately.  This led to a further proposal of a workshop on communications on Sunday. {This did happen!!}

We all agreed that it was it was important to maintain a network of No Borders/No One is Illegal groups.  Purpose of such a network would be to share skills and experience, organise concerted action where appropriate around opposition to immigration controls, argue for opposition to immigration controls in wider circles and apply these ideas to practical campaigns.  Networking faster around problems and ideas of micro-resistance as well as fighting for non-compliance in a more public way.

We should have another gathering in a few months time - hosted by a group out of London.  No body could volunteer at this point.  But there would be a mini-gathering the day after the 8th April action if groups came down for this (See notes of 8th April Workshop).  Discussion of Labour Party Conference in Manchester and other concerted activities around institution to wait until this or future gathering.

International Perperation  for G8 2007, to be in Heiling (?) in Germany near the Baltic Sea between 4-13 August (2006).  Action around Migration to be centre stage so people encouraged to go to this.

May Day - No Borders to take part in Precarity Block on TU March in London.

Workshop on Communications – Sun 12th March

Noborder communication channels in the UK 

A part from face-to-face meetings and events, noborder groups in the UK can communicate through a number of internet-based communication channels. You can choose from bulletin boards, mailing lists, resource websites, interactive websites, or just contact your local noborder group. 

The following collection was last updated on 12 March 2006, after the uk-wide noborders gathering (http://indymedia.org.uk/en/2006/03/335137.html)]. 

I. Open Platforms 

These are "interactive" websites, i.e. you can upload articles or pictures, discuss, or use them as collaborative workspaces. 

   * noborders uk bulleting board: 
URL: http://glasgow_noborders.clearerchannel.org/forum/ 
     To publish local, regional, national, international or intergalactic events, minutes of meetings, to discuss and interact. 

   * Indymedia UK migration page: 
URL: http://indymedia.org.uk/en/topics/migration/ 
     To publish reports about your actions and everything else that is of noborders interest. Contact the publicly archived indymedia features list if you need any help: imc-uk-features at lists.indymedia.org. Or contact indymedia uk privately: imc-uk-contact at lists.indymedia.org 

   * Make Borders History: 
URL: http://www.makebordershistory.org/workspace/Main_Page 
     A collaborative workspace for any noborder group that wants it. This site provides wikis and blogs for noborders groups. Wikis are useful to draft and archive documents together. Contact startx at plentyfact.org. Just register and off you go. 


II. Local Groups 

There are active No Borders Groups in several cities in the UK. Here are their details. Some adresses might be missing - please add. 

   * Birmingham 
     Mail to: noborders-brum@lists.aktivix.org 
Mailing-List: http://lists.aktivix.org/mailman/listinfo/noborders-brum 

   * Glasgow 
     Mail to: noborders-glasgow@riseup.net 
Homepage: http://www.openborders.org.uk 
Newsletter: https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/noborders-glasgow 

   * Leeds 
     Mail to: info@leedsnoborders.org.uk 
Homepage: http://www.leedsnoborders.org.uk 

   * London 
     Mail to: noborderslondon@riseup.net 
     Mailing-list: noborderslondon@lists.riseup.net 
Homepage: http://glasgow_noborders.clearerchannel.org/forum/viewforum.php?f=8&sid=a31499dc1f36c165710a1d89e02c301 

   * Manchester 
     Mail to: nobordersmanchester@lists.riseup.net 
Mailing-list: https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/nobordersmanchester 
Homepage: http://manchesternoborders.org.uk 

   * Sheffield 
     Mail to: sheffield-noborders@lists.aktivix.org 
Mailing list: https://lists.aktivix.org/mailman/listinfo/sheffield-noborders 
Homepage: http://wiki.sheffieldsocialforum.org.uk/No_Borders 

   * Wales 
     Mail to: noborderswales@lists.riseup.net 
Mailing list: http://lists.riseup.net/www/info/noborderswales 


III. Mailing Lists 

   * noii announcement list 
     The present noii at yahoogroups.com mailing list is moving to another adress. Here is the new adress: 
     mail to: noii-uk at lists.riseup.net 
homepage: https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/noii-uk 
archive: https://lists.riseup.net/www/arc/noii-uk 

   * 2n april network 
     mail to: 2ndaprilnetwork at lists.riseup.net 
homepage: https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/2ndaprilnetwork 
archive: https://lists.riseup.net/www/arc/2ndaprilnetwork 

   * action2-l@mail.kein.org 
     mail to: action2-l at mail.kein.org 
homepage: http://mail.kein.org/mailman/listinfo/action2-l 
     archive: only available to list members 

   * queers without borders 
     mail to: queerswithoutborders at lists.riseup.net 
homepage: https://lists.riseup.net/www/info/queerswithoutborders 
archive: https://lists.riseup.net/www/arc/queerswithoutborders 

   * other lists, please add 
     mail to: 
     homepage: 
     archive: 

IV. Resource Websites (english language) 

   * Asylum Policy Info: 
URL: http://www.asylumpolicy.info/ 

   * Barbed Wire Britain: 
URL: http://www.barbedwirebritain.org.uk/ 

   * Institute of Race Relations (IRR): 
URL: http://www.irr.org.uk/ 

   * National Coalition of Anti-Deportation Campaigns (NCADC): 
URL: http://www.ncadc.org.uk/ 

   * No one is illegal manifesto group: 
URL: http://noii.org.uk/ 

   * noborder.org: 
URL: http://www.noborder.org/
