The well-known slogan “Workers of the world unite” means what it says. It does not mean “Only workers with the correct immigration status unite”

SPONSOR AND ATTEND TRADE UNION CONFERENCE AGAINST IMMIGRATION CONTROLS

SATURDAY MARCH 24th 2007
ASYLUM LINK, ST ANNES CHURCH, OVERBURY ST, LIVERPOOL 7 

Over the last three decades trade unionists have made a tremendous move forward in fighting racism. It is now seen as  legitimate activity to support those under threat of deportation. However fighting immigration controls is not an act of charity. This is because controls are deliberately calculated to weaken the labour movement itself. 

 * They split workers between “legal” and “illegal”, undermining wages and conditions

 * They  criminalise bosses for hiring so-called undocumented workers and transform employers into spies for the Home Office. They bring controls onto the workplace floor. They encourage workplace raids by the immigration service

 *  They turn  thousands of trade unionists into immigration officers demanding  the immigration status of other workers and whether they have the correct documents. This happens in every personnel office at the point of recruitment. But it goes further. Virtually all welfare provision – housing, hospital treatment, non contributory benefits –are linked to immigration status. As a consequences workers within local authorities, the NHS and benefit agencies now have the task of checking immigration status.

No One Is Illegal is an organisation of  trade unionists  long involved in anti-deportation campaigns. We have  produced with trade unions the pamphlet “Workers Control Not Immigration Controls” and now think it is time for trade unionists to meet to discuss the issues and co-ordinate  activities.
 We  aim for a conference that is undogmatic and which allows for open debate.We also think it important to  discuss: * the proposal made in some quarters for a government amnesty  * how trade unions can initiate a campaign of recruitment of the undocumented *how the undocumented  include more than refugees – who are just the latest demons of government imagination * what in practice the absence of immigration controls would mean.
We ask  trade union organisations to sponsor (give their name to) the conference and send delegates. Admission/ sponsorship  free - donations welcome (cheques to No One Is illegal). Copies of  “Workers Control Not Immigration Controls” can be obtained by  donation. We would be happy to speak at your branch.
Initial sponsors :
Trades Councils: Tameside, Oxford ,Bury, Waltham Forest
No One Is Illegal 16 Wood St, Bolton BL2 IDR, Email info@noii.org.uk 

