TEMPORARY RESPITE BEEN GIVEN FROM DETENTION
LET SOLIDARITY DECIDE THAT JANNATUL CHOWDHURY AND FAMILY SHOULD STAY – NOT SICKNESS!

Jannatul Chowdhury is not unique. Like most people seeking asylum here she has been refused. Like many  refugees she is in the UK with children -  Ishtiaque and Nafiza aged 16 and 13.  Like many refugees she was arrested with her children at dawn without warning and imprisoned in a detention centre (in this case Yarls Wood).  

And like many other of the undocumented she has been offered a temporary reprieve. She has been allowed to stay here a little bit longer. And why? Not because she has rights. No! Because she is scheduled for a medical operation . Having already seen her husband die of a heart attack in this country (he is now buried in Liverpool) and having suffered several years of anxiety about deportation she was already due an operation when arrested. And after being arrested she was subsequently  rushed to Bedford Hospital (where she has two immigration officers continually guarding her and where both of her children had another two when being allowed to visit).

It is intolerable that people are only allowed to remain permanently or temporarily (usually temporarily) because of sickness. They should stay as of right! And for Jannatul and  children to stay permanently requires a campaign of political solidarity.

This campaign has  begun. In particular there has been support from an increasing number of trade union organisations. And there is a good reason for this. Jannatul was due to attend a trade union conference against immigration controls organised by No One Is Illegal. She was due to attend as a member of the group Asylum Voice – Voice of the Undocumented.  Prior to her own arrest another member (Alphonsus Mefor) of Asylum Voice-Voice of the Undocumented and delegate to the No One Is Illegal conference had been arrested and had only been released after the intervention of 5 trade union general secretaries (he remains under threat of deportation).  
And the campaign in defence of Jannatul and her children has already achieved one success.  Jannatol is now out of hospital. She and the children have themselves now been released from detention. Moreover (as was originally threatened) the children have not been split up but have been returned to Liverpool  and be reunited with their friends at  Childwell Sports College who have demonstrated in their support But they remain in danger of deportation.
WHAT YOU CAN DO PREVENT THE FAMILY’S DEPORTATION
· Write to Liam Byrne MP, Home Office, Peel Building 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF  quote HO ref: C1167819 . 
     Email byrnel@parliament.uk  Tel: 0121 789 7287Fax: 020 7035 4745 from 
      outside the UK + 44 20 7035 4745
*    Get your trade union and other organisation to do the same
· Send copies of everything to Louise Ellman MP Tel 0151 236 4301 London fax 020 7219 2592 email: ellmanl@parliament.uk
· Send copies to Asylum Voice/Voice of the Undocumented  c/o Asylum Link St Anne’s Centre 7 Overbury Street Liverpool L7 3HJ at email     asylumvoice@yahoo.ac.uk 
· Do the same for Alphonsus Mefor a refugee from Nigeria (ref M1320887)
