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FIGHTING DEPORTATIONS IS A TRADE UNION ISSUE
SOLIDARITY WITH SAMINA ALTAF
AND HER CHILDREN AQSA AND SUMAMA

Immigration controls are divisive.  They divide the so-called legal from the illegal and the documented from the undocumented. And what defines who is “legal” and who is “documented” is not some god-given law. Rather it is politics and politicians – with the law constantly changing.  Yesterday’s lawful entrant can become tomorrow’s unlawful overstayer.

Most of all immigration controls divides worker from worker – allowing some to stay and targeting others for removal. This is why the Transport and General Workers Union branch 6/389 offers total support to Samina Altaf and her two children. Samina is a hairdresser  presently studying at Bury College.
Samina does not plead for pity. She asks for solidarity. She does not beg to remain here. She demands her right to stay.  She fled Pakistan after being subject to domestic violence. She applied for asylum here because of this violence. However like many other women she has been refused by the Home Office. And the Home Office does not act alone. Aqsa her daughter has a severe bone disease and is unable to walk upright. A week before she was due an operation which had been in the planning for a year she was refused treatment by the hospital – on account of her immigration status.
As a trade union branch we ask you to
· Write a protest letter to Liam Byrne MP, Minister for Immigration, Home Office, 3rd Floor, Peel Building, 2 Marsham St, London SWIP 4DF
Make sure you  quote reference number A1233290.  Send  a copy to the campaign and Samina’s MP –Hazel Blears MP, House of Commons, London SW1

· Invite Samina to speak at meetings

· Get your trade union branch to support Samina at regional and national level

· Both children are of school age. Ensure your local teachers union support the campaign.

· Help fund the campaign by sending donations to the address below. Make cheques out to “Samina Altaf Campaign”

· COME TO CAMPAIGN PLANNING MEETINGS EVERY TUESDAY at SAMINA’S HOUSE at 6pm. Ring Denise on 07834 023 146 for directions. 
SAMINA AND CHILDRN – HERE TO STAY AND HERE TO FIGHT

NO ONE IS ILLEGAL
Samina Will Stay Campaign. c/o Bury Law Centre , 8 Bank Street, Bury BL9 0DL
Supported by T&G 6/389 and Region 6 ACTS
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