SOUTH YORKSHIRE MIGRATION AND ASYLUM ACTION GROUP (SYMAAG)

Agenda of first meeting at 7pm on           at Northern Refugee Centre, Sheffield. 

1. Welcome and apologies. 

2. Proposed Terms of Reference: ‘To campaign for local and national Government action to improve the position of asylum seekers (particularly those who have been refused) and exploited migrant workers (including the victims of trafficking).’ 

3. Membership: Reps of ASSIST, CAP Sheffield, City of Sanctuary, Liberty, NCADC, NRC, Sheffield Conversation Club, MARCO, plus activists from all established political parties sympathetic to these aims. Outstanding issues: (a) trade union representation (b) Coverage from Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham. (c) Any individual members? 

4. Nature of organisation: At this stage, unincorporated and not a charity? No funds or subscriptions or Treasurer at this stage? 

5. Office holders:  At least Chair and Secretary. 

6. Reports on recent and current activities – An opportunity to share information on recent developments - national, regional and local – including 

· Strangers into Citizens London Rally on 7 May, 

· Feedback Event on 8 May, on Rowntree Study of asylum destitution in Leeds,  

· Refugee Week (18-24 June),

· Independent Asylum Commission (Citizens Organising) holds Roadshow and Hearing in Leeds on 20 September.  

· Developments in  political parties

· ASSIST

· CAP and local church leaders

· Others

7. Future Action:

· Submission to Independent Asylum Commission? 

· Letter to all South Yorkshire MPs?

· Press Notice about creation of this new Group? 

· Other activities? 

8. Date and venue of next meeting. 

Jim Steinke

David Price 

