Rt. Hon Jacqui Smith MP

Secretary of State for the Home Office

3rd Floor, Peel Buildings

2, Marsham St

London SW1P 4DF

Fax:  0207032 3262
Dear Ms Smith,

Re:  Fatma Navruz  (N1084095/2)

         Date of Birth:  10.08.1953    Currently held at Yarl’s Wood IRC
I have made myself familiar with the case of Fatma Navruz.

We set before you some of the brief details of her case: Ms Navruz is from Ankara in Turkey. Arrived 31st October 2003. She made an application for asylum on 3rd November 2003. She has been educated only to primary school level. She became a political activist by joining her family members in supporting the TDKP in 1980. The EMEP formed in 1996 as legal branch of TDKP and Fatma became a supporter. She delivered leaflets, attended meetings and demonstrations, was often beaten as the crowd was broken up, but always managed to escape.

In January 2001 Fatma was detained for three days at the Ankara headquarters, was interrogated about TDKP including the use of falaka ( beaten with sticks on the soles of the feet). She was again detained in May 2002 at a demonstration in Kizilay Square and detained for five days by the Antalya Anti-Terrorist branch was bruised all over, received an injury leaving a scar under her right eye and on her bottom lip and an injury to her right hip making walking difficult. 

Fatma's last detention was on 5 October 2003 when, using the new Repentance law requiring people to report political activity against the State, someone informed on her to the police and she was detained by the non-uniformed branch and was taken to the Ankara anti-terrorist branch. They found her brother's file and records of her previous detentions and accused her of being a member of the TDKP. She was badly tortured including with electric shocks, but as previously Fatma refused to sign their proposed statement, was released after five days with reporting conditions and subject to the inquiry continuing. Unable to face weekly torture while attending the police station, Fatma went to stay with relatives in Istanbul. Her family arranged an agent for her two weeks later and she boarded a lorry on 25 October and arrived in London on 31 October, 2003.

Her life is in danger if she is returned, since she has no documents, being returned will prompt an inquiry which will reveal her records. Her mental health now includes experiencing psychotic episodes which her family find difficult to tolerate. They are unable to care for her or provide ongoing care in her present physical and psychiatric health condition. The Home Office contend that the medical facilities in Turkey are adequate, and that the family can provide ongoing care.  These assertions do not indicate any knowledge of the patriarchal family structure in Turkey and amo0ngst Kurds in particular. Ms Navruz has also been the victim of domestic violence throughout most of marriage, and as such is vulnerable to anyone who would wish to harm her, her self-esteem and self confidence stripped bare so that she is unable to act in her own defence.

I urge you to consider the recommendation of Ms Navruz's consultant psychiatrist, Dr. Karimu, who states:

“ It is my opinion that the Home Office should consider her case not only on humanitarian grounds but also on the grounds of her ongoing mental health problems." (Nottinghamshire Health Care Trust, Psychiatric Outpatients Department, Queen's Medical Centre).
I also urge you to reconsider the case of Ms Navruz, particularly in the light of her lifelong experience of domestic violence and abuse, and her vulnerability as a political opponent of the Turkish authorities and her ethnicity as a Kurd.  Her doctors stress that her symptoms are highly consistent with her accounts of what has happened to her, and, at the age of fifty four years, Ms Navruz is entitled to experience some safety in her life.  I urge you to use your authority to support Ms Navruz in her desire to remain in the UK where she is in contact with her two daughters. 

Yours sincerely,
Name .........................................................

Address............................................................City……………………………..

Postcode……………………………Country…………………….Date……………
