Dear friends

Our colleague Michael Ediele is in Colnbrook Immigration Removal Centre facing deportation to Cameroon on 27th December. 

A member of Social Democratic Front, Michael was imprisoned and tortured in Cameroon on two occasions following a political rally. He suffered sleep deprivation, beatings on soles of feet, head injuries and damage to his spine that left him paraplegic. Cigarette butts were put out on his back.  He fled to UK where these injuries were noted by the medical doctor in Oakington detention centre, where Michael was detained after seeking asylum in UK.   He was given prescribed treatment for his back and head injuries, and directed to Medical Foundation for Victims of Torture, yet his asylum claim was rejected within only seven days, without the medical report being considered.

Since 2002 Michael has been active member of SDF-UK Branch, whose Chairperson, Brice Nitheu, has warned that Michael faces arrest if removed to Cameroon.  He is member of National Executive Committee of the Cameroon Disapora Coalition Human Rights organization, and their lead organizer for South Yorkshire.   He was photographed in demonstrations against the Cameroonian President at 10 Downing Street, and Cameroon High Commission in London.  He is a member of the African Union community organisation in Doncaster, a committee member of the Doncaster Focus Group which advocates on behalf of the most vulnerable in the town, a spokesperson for the South Yorkshire Migration and Asylum Action Group and a volunteer with the Northern Refugee Centre. He is enrolled at Doncaster College and a member of the International City Church in that town.

Michael married a British born woman in November 2003 and applied for leave to remain.  It was 2 years and 7 months, during which time Michael, his wife and step daughter had established a family life, before he was told his application had been declined. In its ruling the Secretary of State for the Home Department stated that, “it is true to say that the Appellant has benefited from the delay, which has enabled him to establish and strengthen both his private and family life…with regards to Article 8 of ECHR I find that the Appellant has established both private and family life in the United Kingdom’.  Yet both his private and family life have been taken away by this agency.  
Since then, and in the absence of legal support, Michael has had to attempt to represent himself to Home Office.  The strain of this has taken its toll on Michael and his family.  Michael has suffered depression and was recently admitted to a psychiatric ward.  Following medical assessment the Home Office acknowledged that ‘his present problems appear to have come about as a result of the strain put on his relationship with his wife whilst waiting for the outcome of this appeal and his doctor indicates that if his status is clarified his condition will improve and eventually return to normal’.  
Rather than grant him his rights to private and family life under Article 8 in the UK, the Home Office advocated returning Michael and his British born wife and British born 14 year old step daughter to Cameroon.

His story has been featured this week in South Yorkshire papers:
http://www.doncasterfreepress.co.uk/free-press-news/Campaigners-say-man-faces-torture.3608358.jp
http://www.thestar.co.uk/headlines/Asylum-seeker-fears-for-safety.3603997.jp
We demand that Michael is offered protection in the UK and seek your support for his immediate release from Colnbrook Immigration Removal to join his many friends and supporters in Doncaster.  

What you can do to help: 
All day to day Thursday and all day tomorrow Friday

1) Fax Willie Walsh, Chief Executive Officer British Airways and urge him not to carry out the forced removal of Michael Ediele -. Please include all the details. Forced Removal of Michael Ediele (Home Office no. E1033296; Port Ref: CEU/02/6236), on British Airways Flight BA083 leaving Heathrow at 06:55 for Cameroon via Brussels on 27th December 2007 

Fax: 020 8759 4314 - from outside the UK + 44 20 8759 4314

2) Send urgent faxes immediately to Rt. Hon. Jacqui Smith, Secretary of State for the Home Office asking that Michael Ediele be granted protection in the UK., please remember to include the HO ref E1033296).

Fax: 020 7035 3262 (00 44 20 7035 3262 if you are faxing from outside UK)
Email Jacqui Smith: smithjj@parliament.uk 

Please notify the campaign of any faxes/emails sent to Jacqui Smith or BA 

dignitynotdetention@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 07931900167

Information about Jane Gee Akwada

Our friend and colleague Jane is in Yarls Wood Immigration Removal Centre, with her children David (9) and Chimbe (5), facing deportation to Nigeria. 

Jane is a survivor of domestic violence, both in Nigeria and in Britain, and she and her family are at serious risk of violence or death from her husband and his family if they are returned. 

Jane was routinely subjected to beatings and rape in Nigeria, and came with her husband and two young children to England in +++ . The violence escalated, and many attacks took place in front of the children. On +++ she was forced to flee to the police in Manchester after particularly serious attack and threat to her life. Her physical injuries were well documented, and her husband was arrested and imprisoned, and eventually deported back to Nigeria. 

Jane was well treated by domestic violence services in Manchester, but was advised that her only option to avoid returning to Nigeria, where she fears retribution from her husband and his family, was to apply for asylum in the UK. Jane applied for asylum, and was placed in Barnsley, where she has been extremely active in the local community. She is passionate about helping to build links between asylum seekers and refugees and the local community, and has volunteered with many projects such as the Safer Neighbourhoods Team, Northern Refugee Centre’s REACT project, local community organization MARCO and Barnsley Citizen’s Advice Bureau. She is particularly talented at delivering training and presentations about issues facing refugees and asylum seekers, which she has done with schools, service providers, youth groups and community groups. David and Chimbe had settled well into their local primary school, and the family will contribute greatly to Barnsley if allowed to stay. 

Since Jane applied for asylum Jane’s husband has continued to make phone calls threatening to trace her and kill her. It is a taboo in Nigeria for a woman to report domestic violence to the police, so he is threatening revenge on Jane for causing him to be imprisoned. Jane’s children also testified against him, so she believes that they would also be in danger. International Organisations such as Amnesty International condem Nigeria’s record on violence against women:

‘Violence against women, including domestic violence and sexual violence by state officials and private individuals, remained pervasive. Underlying factors included the entrenched culture of impunity for human rights violations committed by the police and security forces, and the authorities' consistent failure to exercise due diligence in preventing and addressing sexual violence by both state and non-state actors. ‘ 

Amnesty International Report 2007

The Home Office’s own Country of Origin Information report (November 2007), which is used in deciding asylum claims, quotes a number of international reports which testify that violence against women is endemic in Nigeria, and that attempts by women to report it and obtain protection are not recognised, for example:

23.09
In August 2005, the British High Commission in Abuja obtained information from Alhaji Bukhari Bello, Chairman of the National Human Rights Commission, about state protection for victims of domestic violence. According to Alhaji Bukhari Bello:

“The NPF respond more positively to requests from men than from women and do not respond adequately to complaints from women about domestic violence. Typically they are reluctant to intervene is [sic] cases of domestic violence and regard them as family matters which should be resolved within the family. In a previous career as a prosecutor, Mr Bello’s [sic] came across cases in which a husband murdered his wife after a history of domestic violence in which the police had not intervened.” [2a] (p2)
On the 4th of December 21, 2007, over 10 immigration officers and police stormed in to Jane’s house at 6:30am. They forced her and her children to enter a van and took her to Yarls Wood Immigration and removal centre, where she was given a letter saying she and her children would be deported to Nigeria on the 8th of December. Intervention by her MP, Eric Ilsley, led to the deportation being stopped subject to further review of her case. However, this review has +++++ so Jane and her family are again threatened with deportation. Her children are traumatized, Chimbe has been asking her ’Why do we have to stay in this horrible place, I want to go back to school’ and David saying, ‘Please don’t let them send us back to Nigeria as daddy will kill us’.
Key issues:

Domestic Violence. In the UK there is a ‘Domestic Violence Rule’ to protect women who have come to the UK to join a partner, who then subjects her to domestic violence. http://www.womensaid.org.uk/domestic-violence-survivors-handbook.asp?section=000100010008000100350002 .Under this rule, domestic violence survivors can stay in the UK indefinitely. We believe that Jane meets all criteria for this rule, other than that she did not come to join a partner with British citizenship, who lives in the UK. However, Jane is at heightened risk specifically because her husband is now in Nigeria, where she would be returned to.
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