
Social Science Centre Meeting

Croft Street Community Centre

17th March 2012 

Meeting started 2.15
Present:

David McAleavey (DMc)( Chair) Sandie Stratford (SS), Ellie-May Walshaw-Collins (EWC) , John Andrews ( JA),  Sarah Daniels, Sarah Amsler (SA), Richard Keeble (RK),  Joss Winn ( JW), Mike Neary (MN) ( notes)
Apologies:

 Sara Motta(SM) and Sujey Martinez, Edwin Bacon, Joyce Caanan, Richard Hall

Agenda

Nottingham Members

Two prospective members living in Nottingham have proposed courses they would like to teach. It was agreed that they should register as members and add their courses to the course list on the Google docs share site, and that any expenses relating to teaching their courses at Lincoln will be reimbursed as it will be for all scholars. Members living outside of the city can register as associate members and act as critical friends and external reviewers.

It was felt that the SSC was a site specific project, the city of Lincoln, and that programes and courses should be based in the city. All agreed that support be given to people who with to establish a SSC-type inititative in different locations.   

It was agreed that a seminar featuring the work of  Norma Bermudez, a Colombian popular educator, will be hosted in Lincoln by the SSC, at a venue to be arranged, on Friday 30th of March. The session will need to be supported by translator 

Action: SA to meet and discuss with possible translator.
Commons People

The meeting discussed a programme of events to be established around the city of Lincoln as part of a SSC summer school, in the first week of July (there is a community event already planned on the South Common on 8 July). The topic for this event would be ‘Commons People’ and would be based in South and West Commons on the edge of the city. The event would be based on practical activities as well as exploring the ‘idea of the commons’.
Action: All to bring ideas for this event to the next meeting.
Papers and Publications

Occupy: A New Pedagogy of Space and Time

SA and MN reported back on their presentation of a paper ‘Occupy: A New Pedagogy of Space and Time’ to a group of activitists, academics and students at Bristol University, the School of Graduate Education, on 9th of March.  The meeting discussed the paper, which will be worked up for publication in academic journal.
Adult Learners: National Institute of Adult and Community Education ( NIACE)

The meeting discussed a recent article on Free Universities, published in Adult Learners, in which the SSC was featured prominently. Members agreed that they would not like to be perceived as presenting  themselves as being somehow more coherent than other groups offering alternative forms of higher education or leading a movement of radical educators.

.
Free University Network, Birmingham 25th February

Members who had been to the Free University Network meeting in Birmingham on 25th of February reported on their experiences.  All agreed that they had enjoyed the journey as it had given them the opportunity to develop friendships and group solidarity. There were more than 30 people at the meeting, as individuals and representing such groups as Tent City University, Free University of Liverpool and Ruskin College, Oxford. For a full list  and notes on the meeting please see the Free University Online Forum (http://forum.freeuniversity.org.uk/viewthread.php?tid=404). The event was based on Open Space Technology approach.  All agreed that we could learn lessons from this event for how we organise SSC events. For example, our activities should be  as informal as possible with plenty of  opportunities for getting to know each other and those who attend our events.
Working group updates

Student recruitment 

Word is getting around the city about SSC, which is being regarded as a serious option by students and academics. SSC made its first appearance in public at an event for educators in HE and FE in the Drill Hall on 14th March.  Options for undergrad involvement were suggested, for example, students might attend formal programmes in colleges in the city as well as with the SSC.

Quality

The meeting was reminded about the work that the Quality group has done. It was felt that there would be much more to be said about this matter when there are some substantive issues to focus on.

.
Activix 

Activix is the online platform that suppprts the SSC website. It welcomes donations from users. It was agreed that the SSC should contribute £5 per month. 
Open Day: Social Science and Everyday Life

It was agreed the Open Day should have a theme: Social Science and Everyday Life.

It was agreed to circulate a message about the Open Day  to all members requesting advance notice/confirmation of Open Day attendance?
Timetable and events
12 noon:  Access to The Collection  - SSC members show up in plenty of time before the start to help with the set up.

 2pm Welcome 

Welcoming group in main foyer area to meet and chat with attenders. An information pamphlet on SSC to be produced and used as basis of initital conversations.  SSC badges to be worn by SSC members and distributed to attenders (100 SSC badges to be ordered)

Curriculum Corner – place set up in main foyer area where those attending can suggest what they would like to learn and teach. This would be encouraged as part of initial conversations and ongoing throughout the day. The outcomes from this activity to be used as the basis for the final session.

2.30  Information Sessions: What is SSC? Information giving sessions, running every 30 mins 3pm, 4 pm, 4.30, 5pm in main auditorium. Each session to be led by different member(s) of SSC

Workshops

2.30 – 3.30  Workshop 1 ( SS and DMc –  Socially Engaged Educational Pratice, Usher Gallery)

4.00 – 5.00 Workshop 2 ( SA and SM –  Critical Theory in Everyday Life, Usher Gallery)

2.30 – 3.30 Workshop 3 tba (RK and MN title tbc – Education Room)

3.30 – 4.30 Workshop 4   ( JA -  People’s Constitution , Education Room)

3.30 Tea

5.30 Wrap Up and Next Steps - Main Auditorium

Social 6. 30 Angel Cafe

It was agreed to put £60 as a tab to pay for  drinks.

8.00 ends

Housekeeping

Insurance: MN to investigate insurance provision with the Co-op Insurance

Refreshments ( tea, coffee, biscuits,) to be provided by Stokes,  for 40 people

Members will bring food, cakes etc to evening social

Publicity Plan

The meeting discussed how we would publicise the Open Day.  As well as informing personal contacts and generating interest by ‘word of mouth’, it was agreed to send publicity (flyers, electronic and paper copy) for the event to: 

Local Schools (MN)

Local Cafes ( Aroma Cafe and the Angel Cafe) (DMc)

Library  (DMc)

Drill Hall ( DMc)

Local Education Authority (MN)

Local philosophers, including Philosophy Cafe and the Lincoln Philosopy Group (DMc)

Local Carer Groups and other Voluntary and Community organisations (SS)

Media ( Local)- Print/Press/Radio (RK)

Media ( National) (RK)

Local Colleges (MN)

Trade Unions (RK)

Political Parties (MN)

Local Co-operative Development Association (JW)

Lincoln Co-operative Society (JW)

Members asked to publicise the Open Day through  their own contacts and local, national and international networks.

To support this process agreed to print 600 flyers, as well as design flyer with basic information and bigger font.

RK to be press liaison during the event. 

Pre-Meeting

Pre meet for the Open Day  to be held at 10 am on  14th April at The Collection to walk through the event.

Bank Account

Sandie Stratford and Mike Neary were added to the list of signatories for the SSC’s bank account with the Co-operative Bank,  and David YOung  was removed from the list of signatories to the Co-operative bank account
Meeting ended 3.30pm.  

Date of next meet April 4th 7.30, Mint Lane.

AOB

Joss to add space to announce regular meetings and events more prominantly on the SSC website.
MN 18.03.2012
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