Programme proposal to Siren FM: Insights
By the Social Science Centre, Lincoln
As scholars at the Social Science Centre, Lincoln, we would like to propose a new, monthly hour-long programme called Insights. This would be chaired by Richard Keeble who, with two or three guests, would discuss issues being explored in the SSC seminars. To give an idea of the possible topics: scholars are currently studying issues relating to identity: personal biographies are being compiled and fascinating questions – such as over the very existence of a stable, unitary self – are being raised. Seminars have focused on a range of theorists such as Michel Foucault, Peter D. Ouspensky and Peter J. Richerson. We would envisage that the website of the programme on www. sirenonline.co.uk would carry appropriate reading lists and thus help make the programme a pioneering project not only for “citizen journalism” but also for the development of community education. 
The guests in the Siren studio could be a mix of student and teacher scholars. In addition, the programme could have telephone link-ups with colleagues involved in similar educational projects in both the UK and abroad. Amongst these are the Ragged University (http://www.ragged-online.com/), Free University of Liverpool (http://thefreeuniversityofliverpool.wordpress.com/), Creative Activism (http://www.creativeactivism.net/), Occupy University NY (http://university.nycga.net/), Melbourne Free University (http://melbournefreeuniversity.org/), NY Collective of Radical Educators (http://www.nycore.org/projects/itags/) and the Online University of the Left (http://ouleft.org/).
A brief background on the SSC. Basically we are a group of scholars appalled at the decision of the government to raise student fees to £9,000 and are determined to prove that higher education can be run in a co-operative way. While we are linked to the Free Universities Movement, we are not strictly setting up a 'free university'. 

The Centre is entirely self-funded with all members of the Centre paying an annual subscription, based on the level of their salary. For those students and academics who are unemployed or are on a low income there is no subscription charge. The Centre accepts monies, and other forms of ‘payment in kind’, from donors who share their ethics and values. The Centre staff also donate their time and expertise freely and receive no payment.

As our website mentions, the Social Science Centre (SSC) provides an opportunity for students and academics to have a very special co-operative experience of higher education. All courses at SSC are taught and assessed at the same level as similar courses in mainstream universities in the UK. One of the unique features of the Centre is that it is run as a ‘not-for-profit’ co-operative. The Centre is managed on democratic, non-hierarchical principles with all students and staff having an equal involvement in how the Centre operates. Finally, Insights fits in well with our aim to promote a socially engaged pedagogy for the people of the Lincoln area. 
· For full details about the SSC see http://socialsciencecentre.org.uk/
