Programme

10.00 
Registration + drinks and videos

11.00 
Plenary - Introduction by Sheffield Cuba Solidarity Campaign

11.30
Country Workshops  Session 1

13.00  
Lunch  -  food available to buy, video showing

14.00
Country Workshops  Session 2

15.30 Final Plenary 

16.30       Close
Latin American bookstalls by News From Nowhere, Pathfinder and others

Introduction

In 2004 US (and UK) intervention in the Middle East has dominated the headlines, but in Latin America many struggles for control of the continent’s resources have intensified.

In Venezuela the Chávez government has taken full control of the wealth from the nation’s oil exports and spent it on numerous social programs to benefit the poor majority. Chávez’s clear victory in the August recall referendum on his rule demonstrated the growing momentum behind his Bolivarian revolution.  Leftist president Lula has put Brazil at the forefront of organised attempts by the countries of the South to win better trading arrangements with the US and the European Union, but many are concerned that he is making too many concessions to capitalist demands.

In Haiti a US sponsored coup overthrew the democratically elected Aristide government, punished for trying to benefit the poor in the most impoverished nation in the hemisphere. And now they have the Cuban revolution in their sights with open threats of violent regime change from a US administration riddled with terrorist supporting Cuban-Americans. Meanwhile Cuba’s thousands of doctors working in the poorest neighbourhoods of Venezuela and Haiti have shown what ‘external assistance’ to a neighbour should truly mean.

The Colombian right wing president Uribe, with US military backing, seeks to make the country safe for multi-national exploitation of its oil and coal resources, but faces serious resistance from both militant trade unions and leftist guerrillas. Whilst in Bolivia major social struggles led by the country’s indigenous peoples have taken place over control of the nation’s natural gas resources.  

As we write these words, the world wonders whether George W Bush will be returned to the White House. A continuation of the Bush regime will certainly mean renewed attempts to undermine and overthrow progressive movements in Latin America, but would a Kerry presidency be any different?

Country Workshops

There will be 6 workshops in all – three at 11.30 and three at 2.00. The order will be announced on the day. All workshops will be in English. The workshops are:

Bolivia
Amancay Sonia from the Bolivia Solidarity Campaign will talk about the ongoing struggle for the nationalisation of Bolivia’s extensive natural gas reserves, as well as the campaign against the US government’s plans for a Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). She will discuss the role of the indigenous movements and the trades unions in these struggles.

Brazil
Sue Branford, a journalist and expert writer about Brazil will focus on the experience of Lula’s Workers Party government over the last 2 years. She will look at its role in supporting regional economic integration and in resisting the US plan for the FTAA, as well as what it has meant for popular struggles such as that of the MST ( movement of the landless). 

Colombia
Dave Parkes, a Rotherham RMT member and Colombia Solidarity Campaign activist will talk about the impact of President Uribe’s vicious neo-liberal policies on trade unions and the state sector, as well as the role of the US and EU in supporting him. He will also discuss the resistance of the broad social movement to the government and to the proposed FTAA .

Cuba
Zelmys Dominguez, the political counsellor from the Cuban Embassy, will outline the current situation in Cuba and the increased threats against it this year from the US government. She will talk about how the US is supporting terrorism against Cuba; and the Cuban 5 – five Cuban patriots imprisoned in the US because they sought to stop the terrorists.

Haiti
A Representative from the Haiti Support Group will talk about their solidarity work with the Haitian people. This will include an analysis of the US backed coup that unseated President Aristide earlier this year, as well as the devastating impact of hurricane Jean this September. 

Venezuela
Nina Lopez or Selma James from Global Women Strike will discuss how the Bolivarian Revolution is progressing after its resounding victory in the August recall referendum on president Chávez’s rule.  They will outline the key role of working class women in that referendum, and in driving forward the government’s land reform and social programmes to benefit the poor majority of Venezuelans.  
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Venue; 

St.Mary’s Church,

Bramall Lane, 

Sheffield.

Walking distance from train and bus stations.

Off ring road towards Sheffield United Football Club on Bramall Lane-take the first left, car park is immediately on left.
For further information;

Ring 0114 2663919  

E-mail cscsheffield@yahoo.co.uk
http://uk.geocities.com/cscsheffield
Register now!

To register in advance for the dayschool please complete the tear-off slip below and send it with a cheque made payable to Cuba Solidarity Campaign

Sheffield CSC, 

72 High Storrs Road, 

Sheffield, S11 7LE.

Those who register in advance pay £1 less than those who pay on the day.

    --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I wish to register for the dayschool on Latin America on Saturday 27th Nov., 04

Name…………………………………………………………

Address………………………………………………………………………

Tel…………………………….email………………………………………

Please name the 2 country workshops you think you would most like to attend

…………………………………………………………………………………

(This is to help us decide how to split the workshops between the morning and afternoon session – you are free to change your mind on the day)

I enclose a registration fee of  ………£4 (waged)




       ……….£2 (unwaged or student)

DAYSCHOOL 

Popular struggles in Latin America


Saturday 27th November


10.30 am to 4.30 pm





St. Mary’s Community Centre,


 Bramall Lane,


 Sheffield


Organised by 


Sheffield Cuba Solidarity Campaign


Entrance; £5 Waged, £3 Unwaged/students


£1 off for advanced registrations


Wheelchair accessible








