Tita Radilla Martinez is the vice-president of AFADEM (Familes of the Disappeared and Victims of Human Rights Violations in Mexico). AFADEM works with communities and families of people who allegedly disappeared at the hands of the military during the 70’s and 80’s. According to them, some 400 people disappeared from the state of Guerrero during the dirty war, including Tita’s father who was a well known social activist. It was the disappearance of her father that led Tita to set up AFADEM in 1978. AFADEM has played a major role in researching, compiling information and denouncing the disappearances of the 70’s mainly due to the persistence and determination of people like Tita. As a result of AFADEM’s work the situation in Guerrero has become increasingly tense and Tita lives and works in a climate of hostility towards her work. Since September 2003 PBI has accompanied Tita, concerned for her life as a result of a series of denunciations she made to the General Attorney Office of Mexico.
Human Rights in Mexico

Mexico is well known as a tourist destination but not as a country where serious human rights violations occur. Despite hopes for democratic advancement with the new Fox administration, concerns remain as to the extent to which this is being translated into real improvements for civil society.
