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VIDEO INGREDIENTS (RESUME):
note: Visual is in (PARANTHESES)

(Water)

(Earth)

(Turtle Island)

(Indigenous MAP)

(1867 MAP)

1867 
Confederation of Canada 

(1876 MAP)

1876
Indian Act

(1882 MAP)

1885 
Chinese Head Tax 

(1905 MAP)

1906
Immigration Act

1907
Japanese Migration Quota 

1908
Continuous Journey Rule

1911
Attempt to Prohibit Entry of African-Americans

(1912 MAP)

1914
War Measures Act 

1919
Doukhobors, Mennonites & Hutterites Prohibited Entry 

1923   Chinese Immigration Act

1930   East-Asians Prohibited Entry 

(1912 cont'd)

1939
Jewish Refugees Refused Entry

1940
War Measures Act Revisited

1942
Japanese Canadians Sent to Internment Camps 

(1959 MAP)

1960       Indian Status Changes

1962
    Race Status Changes

(BREAK ! BLACK SCREEN – audio transition)

(1999 MAP)

2001    Anti-Terrorism Act 

2002
Racial Profiling and Torture

2003    Further Tightening of the Border

2004    Safe Third Country Agreement 

2008    Return to the Past

(END)

VIDEO INGREDIENTS (DETAILS):
note: Visual is in (PARANTHESES)

(Water)

(Earth)

(Turtle Island)

(Indigenous MAP)

(1867 MAP)

1867 
Confederation of Canada 


After more than 300 years 


of European land occupation

(1876 MAP)

1876
Indian Act


Aboriginal people are denied the right to vote.


The Residential School program begins.


Traditional government is repressed.


Band Chief & Council are imposed.


Aboriginal people could only be considered Canadian


through “enfranchisement” : 


Renouncing all Aboriginal cultural and linguistic ties

(1882 MAP)

1885 
Chinese Head Tax 


The first federal anti-Chinese bill is passed. 


Only Chinese men are allowed to enter, 


after paying a 50$ “Head Tax” fee. 


No other group was targeted in this way.

(1905 MAP)

1906
Immigration Act

     “To enable the Department of Immigration to deal with undesirable immigrants”                    





- Frank Oliver, Minister of the Interior

1907
Japanese Migration Quota 

 
No more than 450 Japanese people are allowed to enter each year. In practice, it 
would be much less.

1908
Continuous Journey Rule


Every ship is required to arrive in Canada directly from its home port. It is 
impossible for ships from South-East Asia to dock in Canada, as they would 
need to stop en route to refuel.

1911 Attempt to Prohibit Entry of African-Americans


A government order is drafted prohibiting the landing of “any immigrant belonging 
to the Negro race, which race is deemed unsuitable to the climate and 
requirements of Canada”.





The order is never proclaimed, but in practice, 





The Canadian border is virtually closed to Black people.

(1912 MAP)

1914
War Measures Act 


The War Measures Act is passed, giving the government wide powers to arrest,  
detain and deport “Enemy Aliens”.


“Enemy Aliens” are those perceived as threats during WWI:


Ukrainian, Bulgarian, Hungarian, German, Croatian, 


Russian Polish, Turkish, Jewish, Italian, Serbian, Romanian


9000 Canadian citizens are ‘interned’ (imprisoned).


Many are subsequently released in response to labour shortages.

1919 
Doukhobors, Mennonites & Hutterites Prohibited Entry


Under the Immigration Act, a government order prohibits their entry because of 
“their peculiar habits, modes of life, and methods of holding property.”

1923 
Chinese Immigration Act


All Chinese immigrants except diplomats, students, children of Canadians and an 
investor class are denied entry. The law is passed on July 1st, now known as 
“Humiliation Day” in the Chinese 
community.

1930 
East-Asians Prohibited Entry


A government order prohibits the entry of “any immigrant from any Asiatic race” 
except wives and children of Canadians.

1939 Jewish Refugees Refused Entry


A government order under Mackenzie King adopts the policy of “none is too 
many”. The S.S. St. Louis sailed from Germany with 930 Jewish refugees on 
board. No country in the Americas allowed them to dock.


The ship is forced back to Europe where ¾ of the refugees died in Nazi 
concentration camps.

1940 War Measures Act Revisited


A government order defines German and Italian Canadians as “Enemy Aliens” 
and places them under surveillance. 30,000 people are forced to register with the 
RCMP  and report to them on a monthly basis. 700 Italians are later interned 
(imprisoned).

1942  Japanese Canadians Sent to Internment Camps


22,000 people are given 24 hours notice and forced into internment camps in 
interior BC. Their assets are seized and sold. The proceeds are used to pay for 
their internment.

(1959 MAP)

1960   Indian Status Changes


Aboriginal people are no longer required  to renounce their “Indian Status” to 
vote in federal elections.

1962
 Race Status Changes


“Race” is no longer an explicit category mentioned in Canadian immigration law.

(BREAK ! BLACK SCREEN – audio transition)

(1999 MAP)

2001    Anti-Terrorism Act 


Broadly defines “Terrorism”  thereby providing authorities with large discretionary 
powers that are subject to stereotyping and racial profiling.


People from the Middle East, North Africa and South Asia, especially Muslims 
and Arabs,  (or anyone perceived as Muslim or Arab) are targeted.

2002
Racial Profiling and Torture


The process of detaining Muslims and Arabs with secret evidence 


without due process and torture begins. “Guantanamo North” takes shape. The 
following men becomes examples:



Maher Arar



Abdelrazik



Charkaoui



Harkat



Mahjoub



Jaballah



Almrei

2003    Further Tightening of the Border

           Enactment of the Temporary Foreign Workers Program. Migration policy begins  
shifting from a system of permanent immigration to a system of temporary 
migration. This is the first time in Canadian history.

2004    Safe Third Country Agreement 


Like the Continuous Journey Rule, refugee claimants must arrive directly to 
Canada without landing in another country first. This leads to a 50% drop in the 
number of refugee claims at the Canadian land border. 

2008    Return to the Past


The Minister of Immigration receives large discretionary powers. Bill C-50 
authorizes Immigration Ministers to issue quotas and restrictions based on 
immigration categories and countries of origin and to decide in which order 
immigration applications are processed regardless of when applications are 
received.

(END)

VIDEO INGREDIENTS (DETAILS):


Audio-Visual FOCUS

1.


CBC EXCERPT

(DIANE FINLEY) 

We need immigrants, we need their skills and talents...


(PETER MANSBRIDGE) 

What we are as a country really depends on who we are.

And as a country built on immigration, who we are depends on who we let in.

Right now nearly 1 million people are stuck in the application process,

a huge backlog that's only growing. 

So the government has proposedmajor changes regarding 

who gets in and how.

But as the CBC's Joan Leitchman reports,

those changes are prompting new questions about

Who – should be a Canadian.

2.

PEOPLE'S COMIC BOOK

9-11 on TV

Prison, Torture

Running from Cops

Interrogation at home

Interrogation in Prison

3.

SONG: WHERE WE BELONG

(ROSINA KAZI)

Land of Dreams, Come and Be

Free, Free, Free, Raise Your Family...

Promises, Promises...

4.

ANIMATION BRAINSTORM

Canadian Borders are always present. As are the First Nations Borders. In & Out.

The background earth-turtle island map MORFS into faces, or images of targeted communities or situations (or symbolic and not illustrative images) which always embody the lines (borders)

Having images show only partially or as in whole through certain ‘squares’ of cut-up territory in the borders = to show how we can not get the entire picture and how the borders become irrelevant

or part of someone’s face or skintone... and as the borders change (ex: Manitoba) you only see a part or more of the image

Using the gray neutral background sometimes when voice is happening (so there’s not too much going on) or patterns... like a province is filled with a pattern of polkadots (that are actually symbolic)

Using stripes for contested (or changing) territories that change into people or stripes of images or patterns... Lines (borders) as threads, and them all dropping... Shadows of lines doing something different then the actual lines (bratty shadow) ...

5.

VISUAL ELEMENTS NEEDED

Finalizing post-1999 historical captions. How to resume the recent past ? (see #8)

The First Nations map names are anthropological and not self-determined. Need help updating this on paper, and then in Photoshop.

Images associated to each of the historical elements listed above.

Collage ingredients for * layer play * : 1) maps of bodies: the nervous system, DNA, finderprints, skintones... 2) Migration: passports, baggages, boats, railroads... 3) Border Conflict: Long guns (19th century), new guns... Remember : Information is beautiful

6.

NARRATION NEEDED (?)

Record my own voice as an editing guide.

Record more voices for to replace it. 

Starts with staunch white male voice, ends with women and accented tones...

VIDEO INGREDIENTS (DETAILS):


Information FOCUS

1.                                                                              (SOME) HISTORICAL  SOURCES

REFERENCES FOR IMMIGRATION CAPSULES : (thank you Tatiana)

1) http://www.ccrweb.ca/canadarefugeeshistory.htm
2) http://www.ccrweb.ca/history.html

3) http://www.ccnc.ca/redress/history.html 

4) http://www.canadiana.org/citm/specifique/asian_e.html#japanese
5) http://www.blackpast.org/?q=perspectives/quest-land-and-freedom-canadas-western-prairies-black-oklahomans-alberta-and-saskatchew .

6) (http://www.ccrweb.ca/history.html
7) http://www.canadiana.org/citm/themes/constitution/constitution2_e.html#many
2.
POST-1999 (OTHER OPTIONS)

2002  Refusal to implement the Refugee Appeal Division


The Refugee Appeal Board was created by the Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act, but government authorities refuse to implement it. It is still 
impossible to appeal refugee decisions on the merits.

2003 Enactment of the Temporary Foreign Workers Program

         Immigration policy begins shifting from a system of permanent immigration to a 
system of temporary migration.

2007
Security Certificates are anti-constitutional 


Supreme Court of Canada Decision... (but it don't matter !)

2009   Amendments to the Citizenship Act


Canadian citizens  born abroad or adopted by Canadian citizens no longer have 
the right to pass on their Canadian citizenship if their children are born or adopted 
outside of Canada. These amendments rendered one child stateless in 2009.

 
Visa entry requirements for Mexican and Czech nationals


Mexico and the Czech Republic are the two main source countries of refugees to 
Canada. Visa requirements vastly reduces the number of refugee claims


Canadian Citizen Abdelrazik comes home


Federal Court does not trust CSIS to tell the truth in court re: Harkat case

3.                                                                               DANGERS/ TENSIONS OF VIDEO

1) DEFINING Post-1960

Despite the fact that race is not longer an explicit category, it remains one nonetheless in how the law is applied...

2) Avoiding the  Anti-Terrorist Act ? 

and focus on security measures imbedded w/in Immigration Law itself.

3) Indigenous & Immigrant Link (citizen vs non-citizen)

From the Report:

There is however a tension between Indigenous rights to land and autonomy on the one hand, and the influx of migrants arriving on stolen land, sometimes with little awareness of the colonial structure of little will to challenge it, often after having fled desperate situations elsewhere and being confronted with unexpected hardships in Canada.

It's important enough to note as it is often through the exploitation of such tensions that communities facing state oppression are kept from supporting each other.

“The colonization of Turtle Island goes hand in hand with Canada's racist immigration policies and can be understood as two interlinked strategies of the Canadian Empire.”

Just as in the case of the extraordinary violence which continues to be directed against indigenous people(s) to dispossess them of their land - the violence of the processes brought against immigrants and refugees is concealed by race thinking and legitimized through law. (Shereen Razack. Could be read out ?)

4) Representation

Are Criminality, Terrorism and Immigration all mixed together ?

Representation during the film (women & POCs) – how is it ?

We didn't break down complex immigration law – is this okay ?

Did we / Do we address the common response from average Canadian: 

“I am not responsible for this” or “I can't deal with this, practically”

How do we answer or address concerns of the “security” trump card ?

The Role of the Citizen & Solidarity...

R.Huberdeau – March 2011
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